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_ CHAP. XXIX. 


The modern mode of Filial Compliance. 


— — 


s HRE is a canting eccleſiaſtic !” 
exclaimed Lord Southby, ſcattering the 
letter in fragments, about the apartment. 
al” whoreson Achitophel !—a rascally, 
yea, forsooth, knave !/—Afellow that is con- 
tinually preaching up the doctrine of vir- 
tue, whilſt his chief delight conſiſts in ſee- 
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ing vice flouriſh ; maintaining withall ſuch 
a profound veneration for the dignity of 
our auguſt family, that in this very in- 
ſtance, in order to prevent a ſecondary 
branch from marrying beneath his rank, 
he villainouſly advices the complete 
d—nation of the very heir apparent, and 


the abſolute ruin of a girl, whoſe virtue 


| he pretends to venerate. Confound me! 


if my paſſion for Charlotte did not riſe 
in oppoſition, I would bring about this 


matrimonial match, on purpoſe to vex 
theſe two old 


» * 


Poor Edmund had remained in the 
poſture, in which his brother had placed 
him ; he felt neither the unkindneſs of his 
lordſhip's behaviour, nor even ſeemed 
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ſenſible of his preſence, but the mention 
of a name ſo dear, ſtruck on the fibre of 
his memory, like the unexpected touch 
of electricity; he ran towards his brother, 
and ſeizing his hand, whilſt his eye darted 
a look infinitely. expreſſive. “ Char- 
lotte ! repeated he. Where !—tell me, 
is ſhe happy ?—yet that is impoſſible !— 
Charlotte cannot be happy, whilſt miſery 
ſtalks around, and ſtrikes down thoſe once 
dear to her heart never never to riſe 


again,” 


% Excellently well acted, on my ho- 
nor!“ cried Lord Southby, * why, Ed- 
mund, thou art certainly a fellow of ſome 
genius,—but faith! you muſt excuſe my 
want of attention, for here you ſee me 
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over head and ears in buſineſs.” So ſay- 
ing, he led Edmund again to his ſeat, and 
pulling out his father's letter which, but 
for the conſequence given to it by the 
concluding paragraph in his preceptor's 
epiſtle, might have kept undiſturbed poſ- 


ſeſſion of his pocket, till chance had li- 
berated it, perhaps, for a purpoſe very. 
different from the original intention of 
its author, and taking again a poſture in- 


dicative of attention, broke the ſeal 


amidſt ſome very appropriate obſerva- 
tions. 


64 You can he no ſtranger, my dear 
ſon, to the real fituation of my pecuniary 
circumſtances; nor can you heſitate in 
allowing, that to my indulging, in many 


inſtances, 
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inſtances, your extravagances, a very con- 
ſiderable portion of my preſent embar- 
raſſment is to be attributed. —You are 
alſo but too well acquainted with the 
means already taken to procure thoſe 


aids which folly, (not to call our mutual 
conduct by a harſher name) has ſo often 
rendered neceſſary. In brief, Southby, 
you know that every facrifice within the 
compaſs of my individual power hath 


been made to preſerve to us both a neceſ- 
fary reſpectability, yet the iſſue, at laſt is, 
a total inability to ſatisfy the clamorous 


demands of my numerous creditors. 


cc To fave us both, therefore, from cer- 
tain diſgrace and ruin; and in order to 
raiſe us once more to, at leaſt, a tempo- 
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rary independence, nothing remains but 


the ſale of my Hampſhire eſtate; in 


which ſale your concurrence, in regard 
to its entail, is abſolutely neceſſary, and 
I entertain but little doubt of your ready 
compliance, conſidering how much your 
own immediate intereſt is concerned, and 
how much my partiality, has rendered 
ſuck a trifling ſacrifice, a merit ;—had, 
indeed, my fondneſs been but equally 
divided, this diſagreeable meaſure might 
have been prevented, but my unkind 
treatment of your brother leaves no hope, 
that the fortune he has ſo lately ſucceeded 
to, can, in any wiſe, alleviate the neceſ- 


fity of ſo unnatural a parent, 


I need not add, that your preſence in 
town, on the execution of the deeds, is 


neceſlary, 
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neceſſary, nor, L hope, ſolicit in vain for 

an immediate compliance to the ſolicita- 

tion of him, who is, &c. &c. 
WELLFORD,” 


It would require no ſmall ſhare of abi 
lity, accurately to delineate the mixture 
of altoniſhment and ridicule depicted in 
the countenance of Lord Southby, as he 
read, or to ſpeak with more accuracy,— 


as he whistled over this paternal requeſt, 


% Pity the ſorrows of a poor old man | nm 


ſaid he, with an appropriate accent, and 
throwing the letter on the bed, where 
Captain Fairfax lay, without turning 
round, or noticing the act in any other 
way than a ſtrange diſtortion of his fea- 


tures, —* Read,” cried he, aſter a ſilence 
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of ſome minutes, “ and as you can, on 


common occaſions, reaſon moſt profoundly 
on cauſes and effects, try, on this mo- 


mentous one, whether thou can'ſt de- 
monſtrate on what particular foible of my 
temperament, this ſagacious old gentle- 


man has built his hopes of my compliance 
with this civil propoſal.” Fairfax took 
the paper, but being by no means un- 


acquainted with its contents, little time 


was neceſſary in its peruſal. The truth 


was, the ſcheme originated with himſelf; 


ſome late applications in a pecuniary way, 
through the medium of Dr. Jennings, 
having failed of ſucceſs, firſt ſuggeſted to 


bis ready imagination, the completion 
of the Earl's ruin, by the ſale of the afore- 


mentioned eſtate ; hints, for this purpoſe, 
. 
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had been in conſequence communicated, 
ſtrengthened by the whole influence of 
this officious confidant, who, flattered by 
the proſpect of ſharing in the ſpoils of this 
ſupply, dreamt not that he himſelf was 
deſtined by Fairfax to ſhare in the general 
wreck;—but entered with a ſpirit mto the 
ſcheme, and pleaded the cauſe ſo effectu- 


ally, that the Earl acquieſced with that 


little conſideration that had, through life, 
marked his conduct. This acquieſcence 


had been communicated' to the captain, 


who in courſe was fully prepared to argue 
againſt the ſudden oppoſition of Lord 
Southby—but his Lordſhip was a genius, | 


on whom argument, however plauſible, had 
no other effect, than what is termed a con- 
trary one, and therefore, on this occaſion, 
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the captain for once miſtook his avoca— 
tion; for had he uſed but half the rhetoric 
on the other ſide of the queſtion, it is 
highly probable, that the Earl of Well- 


ford's requeſt would have been complied 


97 


with. —As it bappened.—* T'll be 
exclaimed Lord Southby, ſubſtituting a 
violent ſnap of the fingers, in lieu of the 
word that ſhould have followed, and point- 
ing ſignificantly to his collar, to convey 
a more explicit meaning ; * if the old 
fellow touch a farthing on the ſcore of 
theſe eſtates, and to convince him on it, I 


won't go to town this month,” 


At this moment a meſſenger, who had 
followed him from Wellford Lodge, en— 
tered the room, and preſented him with a 


letter. 
« nd 


- 
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«© And what of life remains for me, 
*« T'llpaſs in ſober ease; | 
« Half pleas'd contented will I be.” 


As he quoted theſe lines, he had open- 


ed the letter without looking at the di- 


rection.— The characters ſtruck bis eye, 
and the contentment he had promiſed 
himſelf vaniſhed, 


My dear life, 


« When J left you this 6 * 
forgot to remind you that my promiſſory 


note, granted to Sir Timothy, for £500, 
— becomes due to-morrow.Vou know 
it 18 a debt of honor ;—and in caſe of its 
not being liquidated in due courſe, the 
impudence of the baronet may propoſe a 
mode of payment, from which a modeſt 
woman mult ſhrink, and nothing but ne- 
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ceſſity can induce a compliance: in this 
kind of negociation, you know the baro- 
net to be an adept,—and therefore con- 
ſult your own intreſt and comfort, by 
either following me to town, or diſpatch- 
ing ſuch orders to your agent, as will in- 
ſure the honor and peace of my dear crea- 
ture's 

truly loving wife, 


N. SouTnBy,” 


3 "Phe countenance of the huſband ac- 
quired but little ſymptoms of wiſdom, 


li from this loving intimation, backed with 
| f ſuch a palpable infinuation which ſome 
lf former falling off of his 746's ſtrengthened, 
l; and ſtamped with a meaning not to be diſ- 
0 puted, — The effect was inſtantaneous.— 


* Iam 
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J am off,” —ſaid he. What the perſua- 
fion of friends, or the ſapplications of a 
father, eould not effect, was performed in 
an inſtant, by this tender effuſion ; he 
marched down ſtairs—and without taking 
the leaſt notice either of his brother or 
of his ſituation, got into his chaiſe, and 
took his departure for London. 


Poor Edmund, indeed, felt not the un- 
kindneſs of this unnatural behaviour—his 


thoughts being directed to no certain 


point, but hurried by the rapid viciſſitude 


of a diſordered imagination, perceived not 
the trivial unkindneſs of a brother, amidſt 
horrors of ſo much greater magnitude. 
His faithful attendant, at laſt ſuccecded in 


getting him - conveyed to bed; where 


; having 
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having adminiſtered ſuch medicines, 2s he 
judged beſt adapted for allaying the alarm- 
fermentation of his ſpirits, —had ſoon after 
the ſatisfaction of ſecing bit drop into a 
profound flumber, 


CHAP. 


THE MISTAKE, FD © 


CHAP. XXX. 


The depraved mind $(7thes virtue off as an 


UNNECCESSATY assistant. 


e 


Tusk unexpected events, intirely 
fruſtrated the ſchemes previouſly planned 
by Captain Fairfax, —the flight of Char- 
lotte—the malady of Edmunud—and the 
obſtinacy of Southby; were alike diſcou- 
raging and ungratetul, and to one of a 


leſs inventtul genius, or to one more ea- 


fly recalled to a ſenſe of propriety by the 


failure of plans, the diſcloſure of which 
enſures the reprobation of the world, 


would 
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would have been ſollowed by a total aban- 
donment of ſuch intentions, but Fairfax, 
almoſt alike uſed to ſueceſs and diſap- 
pointment, was too hardened in the ways 
of vice to be frightened into the paths of 
redtitude by diſcomforture on tlie con- 
trary, ſuch obſtacles in the way of his 

purſuit, were only incentives to perſever- 
ance, and bracers to that ſpring that re- 
gulated his general conduct. Flattered 
by the events of former gallantry ;—the 
recent conduct of Charlotte, tended only 
to ſhake his previous entertained notions 


of her virtue; and conſequently held forth 


the lure of a more certain conqueſt the 


inconvaleſcent ſtate of Edmund, though 


it cut off the proipect of that immediate 


aid in money matters he had expected, 


opened 
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opened a door, that admitted the poſſibi- 


lity of ſtill greater advantage to be de- 


rived on the probable event of a com- 
miſſion of lunacy being ſued out; and 
even the obſtinacy of Lord Southby, in 


refuſing a compliance with his father's re- 
queſt, le now twiſted to his purpoſe, by. 


a ſuppoſition, that the ſecurity thereby 
given to his inheritance, might enable 
him to raiſe a ſtill farther temporary ſup- 
ply in which he could equaliy ſhare ;— 
pleaſed with theſe ſecondary confidera- 


tions, his mind regained a tranquillity, - 


| befitting a better cauſe, and his wound 
ſoon aſſumed an appearance, beyond the 
dread of danger. Under the ſpecious 
pretext of adminiſtering comfort to Ed- 
mund, he had wrote to ſeyeral of his ac- 

quaintances 
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quaintances in the metropolis, to ſolicit 
their endeavours at once to find out the 
reſidence of Charlotte, and to promote a 
quarrel with Sir Samuel Bel ford, both of 
which gratified his paſſions of love and 
revenge, —he wrote alſo to the Earl. of 


Wellford, feelingly deſcribing the ſitua- 
tion of his youngeſt ſon, and hinting how 
neceſſary it was to have immediate pre- 
caution taken, with regard to the valua- 


bles at Wellford Lodge, not omitting to 

mention how very proper a perſon he 
himſelf was, from his intimate acquaint- 
ance with every circumſtance, to fill ſuch 
an important poſt; this laſt infinuation, he 
took particular care that his friend, the 
Doctor, ſhould clucidate in a way to in- 
ſure the Earl's approbation, at the ſame 


time, 
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time, that he gave the neceſſary intima- 
tion, how neceffary it was to have ſuffi- 
cient proofs of Edmund's lunacy eſta- 
bliſhed previous to his being intirely de- 
veſted of his property. In midſt of ſuch 
a multiplicity of ideas, one crept in wor- 
thy of the man, and which conſiderably 
added to the reſt of ſatisfaction he en- 


joyed in proſpective, and this was nothing 


leſs than the introduction of his own wife, 
(of whoſe charms though tired he was ill 
conſcious,) to the Earl of Wellford. This 
nobleman, notwithſtanding ſo long a 
courſe of diſſipation, ſtill retained a por- 
tion of that love for variety, which in his 
more: juvenile days, diſtinguiſhed his con- 
duct; which rendered him the eaſy prey 
of the avaricious, and but too often the 


deſtroyer 
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20 THE MISTkKEs 
deſtroyer of the happineſs of that very 


object who ſecured for a moment the ar- 


dour of his affection. Mrs. Fairfax, ſtill 
in the bloom of life, the Captain well 


knew poſſeſſed all the requiſites neceſſary 
to blow the fire of his lordihip's paſſion, 


and though he was well aſſured that her 


Tove for himſelf was too ſtrongly grounded 
to be fhaken by temptations, however 
ſplendid it approached, yet he at the ſame 
time knew, a trait of variety ſubſiſted 
in her ſyſtem, which would eventually 


lerve to encourage the hopes of her noble 


admirer, and, at all events, ſerve as a fit 
pretence for a pretended ſuſpicion on his 
part, which the general cenſority of the 


world would ſanction, and in conſequence, 


pave the way for a proſecution for dama- 


ges, 


w- 
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ges, and a conſequent ſeparation,—the 


latter of which, his paſſion for Charlotte 


ſeemed to render the more neceſſary, as to 
its cruelty, it was a bore, which the faſh- 
zonable part of the community laughed at, 
and he deſpiſed. 


* 


To bring about a previous interview 


ſeemed eaſy, the Earl, though highly in- 


cenſed at the indiſercet connexion of bis a 


heir apparent, countenanced the match 


ſufficiently to know, how much the ad- 


vice of the fair Egyptian influenced his 
ſon's canduct, and in the preſent retuſal 
of Lord Southby, the exercite of ſuch in- 
fluence was rendered neceſſary, the impe- 
rious temper of Lady Southby, gave to 
the idea of a direct application, a caſt of 


un- 
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unpleaſantneſs rather derogatory to a Peer 
of his conſequence,—an application, how- 
ever, through the means of ſo intimate a 
friend as Mrs. Fairfax, took off the deli- 
cacy of the requeſt, whilſt it ſtrengthened 
the hopes of its ſucceſs, and could not fail 
of being ſwallowed by one, who in general 
looked no deeper into a tranſaction than 


its probability. 


Such a ſeries of contemplation was in 
ſome meaſure mitigated in its ſeverity, by 
intervals occaſionally employed in the ne- 
ceſſary attention to the ſituation of Ed- 
mund—we ſay necessary attention, inaſ- 
much as a neglect in this particular might 


not only have been conſtrued much to his 


ee by the world, but i in all pro- 
bability 


Ct 
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bability have turned to the ruin of his 
intereſt, or even to the endangerment of 
his perſonal ſafety, in the event of the 
youth's reſtoration to health and recollec- 
tion, and the Captain was bleſt with too 
much foreſight, to leave that to chance 
which a little precaution furniſhed with an 
apparent certainty—his anxiety, therefore, 
whilſt he himſelf was confined to his room 5 
had, at leaſt, the appearance of reality, and 
had ultimately the ſame effect towards the 


comforts of its object. 


Edmund had paſſed this intermediate 
time in a ſtate of piteous delirium, wild 
and calm by turns, — the fever that raged 
in his veins, and deſolated the ſeat of his 


underſtanding, ſeemed only at intervals to 


aſſuage 
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Fg 


aſſuage its fury, that the ſcattered particles 


— — 


1 of ſtrength might again collect, and the ; 
[i body thereby be enabled to ſupport the || wa 
0 ſhock of the ſucceeding paroxiſm; dur- his 


—— 
— 

— — 
— — = —— 


ing the progreſs of this dreadful malady, me 


_ 


— — 


_ —_—— 


ond 


the faithful Joſeph, had been unremitting wh 


| | 

1 in his care and aſſiduity, and ſeconded the I bo- 
i if Ra 1 

lk aid of medical aſſiſtants with the moſt fie 


adroit readineſs;—old Thompſon too, I th: 
ſtrongly affected by his ſituation, could ant 
ſcarcely be prevailed on by the powerful un 
inducement of his ſon's funeral to leave 
him,—even ſtrangers, who heard the ſad | 
tale of his ſuffering, paid that tribute of an 


ſympathy, which humanity demands in I the 
favor of an afflicted fellow creature, though mi 
a tribute ſeldom paid, even where a pre- I nit 


vious information of the object's virtues 


are credited, 
The 2 
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The moſt lucid moment he had enjoyed 


was that on which Fairfax, liberated from 


his own confinement, entered the apart- 
ment—juſt awoke from a ſlumber, in 
which his fancy, freed from the clog of 


| bodily diſtemper, by a diminution of the 
fierceneſs of circulation, had taken a flight 


that leſt on the mind a pleaſant ſenſation, 
and reduced the animal ſpirits to a ſtate of 
unexpected tranquillity. 


Fairfax gently drew afide the curtain, 
and ſaw a compoſure in his countenance, 
that rather ſurpriſed than pleaſed him. Ed- 
mund returned the look in a kind of aſto- 


niſhment and pleaſure. 


« ] will be awake preſently,” ſaid he, in 
a low tone of voice, „and will be no 
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longer deceived by the unſubſtantial ap- 
pearances that play on theſe fooliſh eyes, 
and would now flatter me that yon were 
in reality my loſt friend Fairfax.“ 


% And why do you doubt the certainty 
of my actual preſence?” demanded the 
Captain, taking his hand with much ſcem- 
ing tenderneſs, 


« The voice too,” obſerved Edmund, 
returning the preſſure; © and yet, treacher- 
ous as my memory is, I recollect they told 
me Fairfax was murdered,—it was then I 
wiſhed to die too, becauſe all that was 
dear to me in the world was taken away, 
but this obſtinate nature would not 
yield to the extremity of my ſorrow, nor 

liberate 


up- 
es, 


ere 


nty 
the 
m- 
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liberate a poor ſad ſpirit, that panted to 
be free, and at reſt.—Surely, I do not 
ſleep ſtill,” ſaid he, after eagerly looking 
round on the objects that preſented them- 
ſelves; © and yet every thing is ſtrange, 
and a confuſed multitude of occurrences 
ruſh on my memory, that would perſuade 


me that what I ſee is but the ſpiritual ſem- 


blance of my departed friend, kindly come 
to diſpel the fumes of this dreadful flum- 
her, in which I have been haunted with 
horrors ſo excruciating.” 


4 1 am thy very friend in reality,“ ex- 
claimed Fairfax, © hitherto confined by 


the ſeverity of my own indiſpoſition from 


perſonally attending you, but whoſe en- 
quiriesafter your ſituation has been equally 


0 2 anxious 
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anxious and unremitting; thy friend, whoſe 
ſatisfaction, on his own recovery, is only 
gratifying as it tends to enable his watching 
o'er that of Edmund,—a friend, already 


bleſt with the proſpect of a ſpeedy end to 


the ſeverity of a fever that has thus rudely 
ſhaken your health and conſtitution,” 


« A Jever!“ repeated Edmund, with 


emotion, © I would have flattered myſelf 
all had been the playing of the imagina- 


tion, whilſt the actual ſenſe had been 


locked in ſlecp I am giddy, weak, and 


faint—my. pulſe too, like the wind, after 


the fury of the ſtorm has ſubſided, ſcarcely 


trembles in its courſe, and the ſad con- 
fuſion in my brain, all confirm what you 
would keep from me mine has been an 
intellectual 


” * 
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intellectual diftemper,—yet I muſt not 
complain,” added he, with a pathos of 
inexpreſſible ſoſtneſs, I ou ght to have 
borne up better againſt the diſappoint- 
ments of the world,” | 5 
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CHAP, XXX 


Ul 


A matrimonial quarrel, 
— 
Tun entrance of the phyſician pre- 


vented, for the preſent, any farther expla- 
nation on ſo feeling a ſubject, and the 


captain retired, not (as has before been 


hinted) quite ſo well ſatisfied with theſe 
proofs of his friend's returning reaſon and 
bodily health, as friendſhip, in the ſtrict 
acceptation of the word, may have fe- 
quired the truth was, he ſoreſaw the 
meaſures he had adopted would be ſeri- 
ouſly thwarted by the convaleſcence of 
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Edmund, 


E 
f 
a 


— 


1 


TRR MISTAKE, 31 


F 


Edmund, and' he had no inclination to 


ſtudy a new arrangement, and till leſs to 
abandon a purſuit ſo connected with his 
intereſt, Luckily, to cure this untoward 


humour, and put an end to ſome trifling 
reflections which, in deſpite of his obdurate 
nature, would officioufly intrude on every 
repetition of his vifit to Edmund, and 


leave ſenſations not quite ſo congenial 


with his general ideas as he could have 
wiſhed ; an anſwer arrived from the Earl 


of Wellford, — containing full and com- 


plete authority for his actin. corre 
ſpondent to his own inclination, at Welk- 
ford Lodge, 


Young Southby, in mean time, enereaſ- 


ed * in perſonal vigour, and the tur- 


C 4 bulence 
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bulence of his paſſions gradually ſubſided 
into a kind of lethargic melancholy ; ſtill, 
however, be was too weak to permit a re- 


moyal, but the principal part of his do- 


meſtics having arrived, a fair pretext was 
thereby furniſhed for the abſence of 
Fairfax, a pretext which he failed not to 
make uſe of, and with the uſual expedi- 
tion of travelling, he arrived at Wellford 
Lodge. This long and intimate acquain- 
tance in the family, rendered the produe- 
tion of his credentials a matter ſcarcely 
neceſſary to accelerate the aſſiſtance and 
acquieſcence of the houſe-keeper in his 
favor, — bis firſt care being to examine the 
cabinets and other places that excited his 
'curiofity, from which he-extraQted ſuch 
ſuperfluities, as might perhaps have fallen 

into 
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Into worse hands, he ſent then for a law- 
yer, and had the remainder put legally 


under the ſecurity of a ſeal and having 


ſettled the future regulations of the family, 


on principles the moſt domeſtic and ceco- 
nomical, and having in fa& done all, or 
perhaps more than was neceſſary, he pro- 
ſecuted his journey to London, to render 


up an account of his proceedings, in the 


manner beſt ſuite to his purpoſe, 


His firſt care was to pay his reſpects to 
Dr. Jennings, where, though he failed in 
his expeRation of learning intelligence of 
Charlotte—the diſappointment was amply 
compenſated by the account of the ſnare 


laid for Mrs. Fairfax, having taken effect 
to the wiſhed for extent, The Earl of 


C 5 Wellford 
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Wellford having not only viſited, but was 


ſo charmed by her appearance, manner, and 


converſation, that the viſit had been re- 
peated on views entirely different to thoſe 
which had firſt introduced him; — ſo ſmit- 
ten indeed was the Peer that, although 
his affairs were actually in the deſperate 
ftate already deſcribed, and although his 
eldeſt ſon continued obſtinate in his re- 
fuſal to accommodate his neceſſities; he 
contrived to preface his interviews with 
preſents, not very correſpondent with his 


circumſtances; and from the manner they 


were received, flattered himſelf in return 
with a ſpeedy conqueſt, without once 
confidering the perſonal danger that might 
reſult from an injury offered to an officer 


of Fairfax's complexion ; oi the baſeneſs 
attached 
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# 
. 


attached to an intention of withdrawing 


the affe ions of a wife from a huſband, 
whom he had every reaſon: to ſuppoſe had 


previouſly doated on one another—ſuch 
conſiderations, indeed, ſeldom come in 


the way of modern gallantry z and his 


Lordſhip was too well bred to admit fuch 
unfaſhionable monitors to break in upon 
the volatile eagerneſs of his purſuits. Mrs. 
Fairfax, tauglit by the example of her 
huſband, encouraged the folly of the Earl, 
merely on the account of the advantage 
held forth, to meliorate the neceſſities of 
that very huſband, —too often, indeed, 
taught ſuch leſſons of deception ; the pre- 
ſents ſhe received, were received with the 
ſmile of wantonneſs, whilſt they were 
ſeriouſly treaſured up to pleaſe, and ta 
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benefit the man of her heart; —and the 
kind glances beſtowed in return were ſo 
many items of violence, done to the ſtrong 
bent of her affection and pledged truth; 
ſhe was, in truth, indiſcreet merely on 
compulſion, but yet ſtrictly virtuous, in 
the ſenſe that virtue is commonly defined, 


Now although Jennings had taken a 
yery aQive part in this matter, yet was he 
a perfect ſtranger to the real intention of 
Captain Fairfax, who, it muſt be allowed, 
was too profound a caſuiſt, to place any 
unneceſſary confidence even in bis ſin- 
cereſt friends. The doctor, thereſore, on 
this, as on moſt former occaſions, was 
only the dupe of a ſpeeious mode of flat- 
tery, which at once gratified his ſuperlative 


igotizm, 
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igotizm, and held out a plauſible lure for 
the gratification of his avarice.— This laſt 


powerful inducement, to a co-operation 


with the meaſures of Fairfax, had ſeldom 


turned out indeed equal to his expecla- 
tion, as the artifices of his aſſociate gene- 
rally contrived to tax his proportion of the 
profits to an extent that rendered them 


very infignificant ; but, like moſt other 


great philoſophers, the proſpect of plea- 


ſure was to him an equilibrium to the 
failure of its attainment, and ſo biaſed was 


he, by the profeſlions of the officer, that 


he ſeldom doubted their ſucceſs, far leſs of 


their ſincerity ;—in proof of this, it. may be 


adduced, that notwithſtanding the night 


0 — ; * 9 
on which they thus met, was ſpent incon- 


vivial repreſcatationsof their future aggran- 


dizemunt ; 
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dizement; yet did the doctor retire minus 
to a very alarming amount; bleſt too with 
the conſolatary reflection of having, by 
his imprudence and want of fkill in play, 
involved his friend in a ſimilar embarraff- 
ment. Fairfax, however, Joined no ſerious 
reflection to this chagrin, — for as the miſ- 


hap happened at a tavern, where he was 


well known, the junto, who had the honor 


of clipping the wings of the overgrown 


ecclefiaſtic, were in fact the actual affociates 


of the captain, and in conſequence his 


loſs was not only refunded, but a conſider- 


able moiety of the loſs of the reverend 
gentleman tacked to it by way of indemni- 
fication,— e | 


— 


« One good turn deſeryes another“ 0 


obſerved 
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obſerved theſe conſcientious gentlemen, 
as they divided theſe ſpoils with the moſt 
ſcrupulous exactneſs, but they had no 
conception, that the adage in any way ap- 
plied to the reverend gentleman » who had 
thus . rendered the turn © @ good 


one,” 


As it was neceſſary to his views, to take 
ſome degree of precaution, to prevent his 
arrival i in London from being notified in 
Berner's ftreet, previous to his viſit, 
Captain Fairfax had left his ſervant and 
| luggage at an inn in the ſkirts of the capi- 
tal and to which inn, after he had ſlept 
off the fumes of the night's indiſcretion, he 
returned, and from thence, with every cor- 
reſponding ſymptom of fatigue, was con- 
veyed to his own apartments. ü 


Mrs. 


40 THE MISTAKE, 


Mrs. Fairfax had been informed of her 


huſband's dangerous fituation:—the jea- 


louſy that had overcome her general tem- 
per had, in conſequence of the alarm, va- 
niſhed, and all the primitive love and anx- 


iety, that wont to-warm her boſom, re- 


turned with invigorated force : ſhe would 


have fet out immediately in order to have 
watched over the progreſs of his recovery, 
had not the advice of friends, aided by 
what was fiill more perſuaſive, her huſ- 
band's own poſitive injunctions, conveyed 
to her in his letters, negatived the impulſe 


of her inclination, though it but added to 


the common uneaſineſs of abſence, and 


gave to her wiſh for his rn, a fervency 
altogether unuſual, — ge 


ip , 3 
* 
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return with a tranfition correſpondent to 
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She now, therefore, ſaw her huſband 


a tranſaction ſo exquiſite, and received 

bim with every mark of tenderneſs and 

joy, —amidſt the unnumbered endearing ; 
attempts, by which ſhe ſtrove to amuſe - 
and pleaſe him, the glittering preſents, 

received from Lord Wellford, were not 

forgot, nor ſhown without an accom- 

panying explanation, delivered with a 

ſmile of pleaſantry and good humour. 


| Fairfax eyed them with ſurpriſe—and 

turning ſuddenly to his wife, demanded, 
what return ſhe meant to make for ſuch a 
profuſion of fine things ? 


Mrs. Fairfax, more ſtartled at the man- 1 
ner than at the words, replied with a 1 
f heſitating 
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* 


heſitating ſmile . juſt fach a return as my 
Fairfax ſhall adviſe.“ N 


Tpbe open fatisfation that had previ- 
ouſly overſpread his countenance, fuddenly 
diſappeared, and a well counterſcited ſeri- 
ouſneſs took poſſeſſion of his features. — 
« Advice,” repeated he, ironically, © no, 
Clariſſa, in ſuch a delicate tranſaction, the 
advice of a huſband is neither faſhionable 
or proper. Without my adyice,” added 
he, ſternly, * you have received and enter- 
tained a viſitor of the moſt profligate diſ- 
poſition and character, and have accepted 
valuables, which, you well knew, were 
meant as the price of your honor and re- 
putation,—1s it then impertinent in me 
to aſk what may be your own individual 
determination on the buſineſs?” 


ce 1 


ce 


wit! 
her 
do 
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e And is it poſſible,” cried Clariſſa, 
with a tear forcing its way to accompany 
her words, © that you can entertain a 
doubt, that your intereſt alone was the ſti- 
mulative to a conduct that my conſcience 


told me was wrong; or have you a doubt 


of my carrying my gratitude beyond ſuch - - 
intereſt 2” ”— 


ce Conscience] exclaimed the Captain, 
with a contemptuous ſmile, * well timed 
truly, is the mention of this monitor, and 
ſtrongly, no doubt, did it operate, when 
titled worth told its tale of love, and foftly , 


| whiſpered the breathings of ardent ſolici- 


tation ;—but it was my interest that gently 
inclined your ear to liſten, and ſoftened 


your heart to a grateful return, —by all 


that's 
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that's ſacred! it was kind of you to foateh 
| ſuch an opportunity to benefit bim, to 4 
' whom you had pledged eternal conſtancy, 
when it could be accompliſhed too at the 
mere trifling expence of ſacrificing all 
that was valuable in Four, —all that 
was attractive to me. 


The native dignity and pride, which in 
the earlier periods of Clariſſa's life, had I pa 
| blended her actions with more than com- m 
mon reſpectability, and even amidſt the | fo 
dark obſcurity of her late ſituation, would 

' ſometimes dart a ray of former i importance, 
| now animated her whole frame, the tcar 
that quivered down her cheek in teſtimony 
of her huſband's unkindneſs, was dried 
away, and her tone became collected and 
rm. 
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© Ungenerous inſinuation!ꝰ exclaimed 
ſhe, “ yet too ſeriouſly made, not to be 


the effect of cruel deliberation and inten- 


tional infult ; yes, Fairfax, tis true, I have 
paid but little attention to that heavenly 
monitor, with which you ſo ſcoffingly tax 


me, but who was it that taught me this 


calloſity of feeling? who led me from the 
path of rectitude, to trample on that of 
morality and peace, but Fairfax ?—him 
tor whom I forſook my friends, ſacrificed 
my expectations in life, diſappointed the 
hopes of my parents, and even ahjured the 
divine tenets of my religion ;—him, who 
knowing his power, haughtily triumphs 
over the object of his ſcorn, and inſtead 
of warding off the ready ſcandal of the 
world, is the firſt to brand a wretch with 
that 
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that very infamy he well knows, none 
: but himſelf could have occaſioned.” ; 


Steeled as the Captain was with a more 
than common portion of affurance, and 
pre-determined againſt ſuffering the auſ- 
terity of his nature from becoming ſoftened 
from his preſent purpoſe, by the mere ef- 
fect of words, the unexpected keenneſs of 
this juft reproach, pierced through the 
ſtubborneſs of his habitual want of feeling, 
and for a moment filled his boſom with 
pity and commiſeration. 


te Go,” continued Clariſſa, ſoftening 
her voice, follow your inclinations— 
whilſt I flattered myfelf, with being the 
object of your affection, the world could 
| not 


10ne 


nore 
and 
auſ- 
ened 
e ef- 
eſs of 
the 
ling, 
with 


ening 
ON So 
g the 
could 

not 
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ot ſeparate us thoſe affections gone, I 


claim not the holy tie that bind us as a ſe- 
curity no, I will not be ſecond in your 
love, nor ſhare it even with Charlotte 
Southby !” 


The blood ruſhed into the face of the 
huſband at ſo juſt a relation—and his ſur- 
priſe at thus finding his purpoſe diſco- 
vered, heightened bis chagrin,—but a far- 
ther diſcuſſion was for the preſent inter- 
rupted, by a loud and faſhionable knock at 
the ſtreet door, 


CHAP, 
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cChit-chat in high life, with #ome other 
particulars, 


— — 


— 


7 . — —— 
— — 


Normxc could be more unwelcome 
than a viſit at ſuch an inauſpicious mo- 
ment, but before Mrs. Fairfax could ſig- 
nify that ſhe was not at home, the room door 
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| 14 opened, and in bounced Lady Southby, 
Ml 1 {hit , | 4 
. | followed at a very reſpectable diſtance by 


— 


ber Lord.—It was the firſt time her Lady- 
ſhip had ſeen the Captain, and it was the 
firſt time his Lordſhip had ſeen Mrs, Pair- 
fax in propria persona,—* But what of 

| all 
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all that?” remarked Lady Southby.— 
familiarity in high life is the offspring 


of momentary acquaintanceſhip,—'tis the 
vulgar and low bred that ſtand on cere- 


mony.— Lady Southby herſelf handed, 
or rather threw the chairs, and they were 
inſtantly +. 


Southby, to uſe bis lady- s own phraſe, 
looked wonderous &utky,—* but what of 
all that?” obſerved ſhe, emphatically, 
though indeed as to matter of that, had 
prudence permitted, his Lordihip might | 
bave advanced ſomething, ſounding at 
leaſt like argument, in juſtification of 
thoſe ſulky looks he had put on, for by 
pretty plain ey idence it appeared that her 
lady thip's return to town had not been 

vol. III. D | attended 
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attended by thoſe fortunate circumſtances 
ſhe had imagined ; and, in conſequence, 
© ſo far from being thereby enabled to li- 


quidate her debts of honor; ſome of her 
creditors had become clamorous, more 
particularly Sir Timothy, -as ſhe herſelf 
had foreſcen, taking advantage of South- 
by's abſence, had kept her memory ſo 
continually alive, by conſtant application, 


that ſcandal took umbrage at the fre- 
-quency of his viſits, more particularly as 
' ſome of them were made at ſeaſons which 
the ſober part of ſociety has termed in- 
decorous; nay, on the very night of bis 
lordſhip's arrival, the ſervant who was in 


the ſeeret, was fo much ſurpriſed at his 


ſudden appearance, that he ac ually re- 


fuſed him admittance, 


Southby inſiſted 


On 
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ces on point of right, but the ſervant refuſed 

ce, on the principle. of neceſſity, and whilſt. 

li- this parly was warmly agitated, it was 

her ſhrewdly ſuſpected that the aforementioned 

Ore Baronet made good a retreat from a tẽte- a- 

elf tete he enjoyed in an apartment, which 

- decency denies to all but thoſe on a ſtrict 

ſo 5 footing of familiarity—we ſay, Sir Timo- 1 
n, thy made good his retreat, only in ſo far . 
e- as preſerved him from the immediate re-— 
as ſentment of the huſband, for in its ulti- 

ch mate conſequence, it turned out rather 

n- unpleaſant ;—the mere force of gravity 

bis had carried him from the window of Lady 

in | Southby, into the garden underneath, 

lis and from thence, a ſimple act of agility 

e- bad conveyed him ſafely into the yard of 

d ganeighbourirg grocer, yet his final re- 


D 2 treat 
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treat was here unexpectedly impeded by 
the interference of a large dog, who ſtood 
centinel in this laſt incloſure, and who, 
without ceremony, laid him under an im- 
mediate arreſtment. The noiſe made by | 
both parties in this procedure, ſoon pro- 
duced the grocer, who being equally. ig- 
norant of the quality and intentions of 
his viſitor, as was his canine ſubſtitute, 
and not quite in the humour to take the 
Baronet's iþse dixit on the purity of his in- 
tentions, called in the aid of the watchman, 
and had him conveyed to the watch- houſe, 
where, to preyent worſe conſequenees, the 
; culprit was fain to produce. ſecurity for 
his future appearance, and compliment 
- the grocer with a ſum adequate not only 
to recompence him for the unſealon able 
LY 3 | dilturbanee, 


— 
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diſturbance, but to ſecure his perfect ſi- 


lence on the ſubject, and here the matter 


would: have ended— but, unluckily, this 
ſame ſeller of ſugars had a wife than 
whom no wiſe in the pariſh of St Mary 
le- bone, was better | gifted with the talent 
of: gossoping.— This was a. thing too good: 
to bs dropt, the real fact came out, and 
as Lad y Southby was neither the favorite 
of the groecr's wife, nor of ever a wife in 
the ſtreet, the tale went round with appro-/ 
priate obſervations, and Lord Soutliby: was/ 
at laſt good naturedly let into the ſecret,. 
after. every body elſe was tired of it; but 
what of all that? was a. trite obſervation 


FR, 


of Nan, on all occaſions where a better ar- 
gument could not readily be ſubſtituted, 
and as for the baronet, when roundly: 

| 53 taxed 
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taxed With this ſuſpicious wens letz he 


declared on his honor, the whole to be an 
egregious hoar, and that the ſtory of the 


dog and the watch-houſe, was occafioned? 
by an affair of gallantry with the rib of 
| the very grocer, whoſe meddling diſpoſi- 
tion had occaſioned ſo precipitate a move- 
2 


of a better, Southby was fain to be ſatiſ- 
fied, and left a farther diſcuſſion to the. 
pleaſure of the grocer and his wife, on 


whom, this laſt miſchievous avowal of Sir 
Timothy, brought the ridicule of the 


whole neighbourhood, But to have. 
dane with this haps | 


cc You may well be farprited, my dear 


Fairfax,” cried her Lune addreſſing 


herſelf 


\ 


pe . 
1 
9 
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herſelf to Mrs, Fairfax, * on thus ſeeing 


myfelf and chum at an hour ſo horribly 


unfaſhionable,—but the truth is, we want 


money, and arctherefore——Lud! Clariſſa, 


you look dejected have been crying too, : 


is ſo monſterouſly droll—to be ſure, your 


Captain is handſome, and I dare ſay as 


wicked as. you may ſuppoſe, — but, what 
of all that ? pon my reputation, I would, 
not ſhed. a tear for the fineſt fellow in 
Chriſtendom, ou know 1 would not, 


Southby.“ 
u 7. 2 2 £ . P LY ** 
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Southby admitted the fact, by a hideous 
yawn, but being in no humour to com- 
ment on its propriety, he turned to the 
Captain, and ſwore, he was d—n'd glad 
to ſee him, particularly. as report had 
D 4 ; killed 
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Filled him ſince he jaw him laſt—an event 
which, with equal fervency he ſwore, he 
had been d--n'd ſorry for, —“ but we ure 
all mortal,“ obſerved he, caſting a conſolis 
wy glamee at his help-mate. 


« Man wants but little here Velo; 
Wt, © "Nor wants that little Jong. | 


The ſubject was melinclioly,; he fare; 


and Be teck out his pocket gate, and 
ANF his Ro 


1 You have been crying, my dear,” 
repeated Lady Southby, “ and I'll bet ten 
to one I gueſs the cauſe.” “ Done,” 
faid Southby,— he forgot that he had that 
very morning, given her his laſt guinea, 
and, therefore, though he eagerly put his 
Bet into his pecket, he pulled it out 

again 
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again juſt as empty as before.— Fairfax, 
who ſeldom was without an excufe, nor 
without a correſponding ingenuity to turn 
fuch excuſe to his own advantage, re- 


| Heved the embarraſſment of his wife by 


obſerving, that during his long abſence, 
Clariſſa had been neceſſitated to incur a. 
ſew debts, and he not having, fince his ar- 
rival, had time to adjuft matters with his- 
agent, a rude fellow had juſt been there, 
and had taken the liberty to uſe ſome 
threats to enforce payment, at which ſhe 
had been terrified. 


e Is that all?” cried Lady Southby,.. 
© why did not you throw the wretch out: 
at the window ?—why, it is but a month 
ago, that I tumbled ſuch a raſcal as this, 

. 53 down 
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down ſtairs, for preſuming to dun me for: 


money tis ſo rude and ſaucy for ſuch 
vermin, that the break ing of their bones 
becomes a merit but, however, you ſhall 


not be uneaſy on this ſcore, what may be 
the amount of the debt?ꝰ | 


| Fairfax expected this queſtion, he was 


no ſtranger to the character of the lady, 
however chance, or the caution of his 


wife, had prevented hitherto a perſonal ac- 
quaintance, and, therefore | knew that 


amidſt her foilics and her tavlts, a ſpark of 
generoſiiy exiſted, which the want of pro- 
per cultivation alone prevented from burn- 


ing bright and attrading; to have named 


a large ſum, from the known circumſtances 
of the Party, would hare defeated its own 


intention, 


int 


th 
{c 
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intention, he was therefore moderate in 
the ſum,—'twas fifty guineas, 


Nan pulled out her purſe, the contents. 
of which had coſt her Lord no ſmall por- 
tion of anxiety, as well as the ſacrifice of 
ſome ſuperfluous pieces of plate, - but 
what of all that 9—ſhe counted out the 
money with che moſt appropriate indif- 
ference. —The Captain refuſed as lon g as 
prudence would permit, to allow his wife 
to accept this teſtimony of friendſhip, and 
as for the worthy courteſy Peer, he re- 
mained as beſt became the circumſtance of 
| the caſe, perfe&ly neutral. 


« The truth is we want money,” re- 
pcated her Ladyſhip, thruſting, as it were, | 
the intermediate occurrence into a paren- 

{6 8. © - thats 
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theſis, © and are, therefore, come to ſignify, 


through the medium of you Clariſſa, as the 


chief plenipo of the Earl our worthy 


father, our compliahce with his requeſt in 
regard to them there eſtates.” 
„ And are. you really ſerious in this 
compliance, my Lord?” demanded the 


Captain, 


Mm I have left the whole to the manage- 


ment of Nan,” replied Southby.— | 


Vet do not my folly reprove, 

« She was fair—and my paſſion begun, 
« She ſmil'd— and I could not but love, 
4 She is faithleſs—and 1 — 


„ Quite the thing, * pon my honor,” 


added he, by way of cloſing the rhyme, 


withont giving the offence which the par- 


ticiple undone might have occafioned,— 
&« but as to the conſequence of ſuch con- 


deſcenfion— 


. 
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deſeenfion—T am the fon of a” | the 
door again opened, and the very parent 
whom he was about to dignify with a title 


not altogether ſuitable to the _ * owed, 
made his appearance. 


% Moſt apropos, my Lord,” ſaid his 
daughter, © we were juſt talking of you, 
though far from * the honor of 
your preſence.” 


0 
1 
8 


« ] am forry,” seplied the Earl, rather 
drily, © that your attention has been en- 
groſſed by ſo bad a ſubjeQ—my viſit was 
intended to this lady, to whom, of late, I 
have given but too much trouble.“ 


« And our viſit has been in order to 


render your's the more comfortable,” ſaid 
Lady 
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Lady Southby; te but what of all that? we | 


have complied with your wiſh,” 


Then, am I afraid you are firangers 
to my preſent wiſh,” replied the Earl, 

* providing you allude to the ſale of my 
eſtate in Hampſhire, for ſince I took the 
liberty to trouble this lady with my ſenti- 
ments on this ſubject, a very unexpected 
alteration has taken place in my affairs. 
and 1 am now come to put a ſtop to all 


farther eee in the buſineſs,” 


Fairfax wesen 8 his Lordſhip oß 


Southby quoted a Shakeſperean truiſm, and. 


Nan turning her chair in an oppoſite direc- 
tion, muttered ſomething which ſounded: 
like, what of all that? 1 
1 - CHAP, 
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CHAP, XXVIIL, 


An instance of generosity, to which no 
fashionable rule can apply. 


— 


py Farms we none here,” continued 
the Earl of Wellford, ** I believe, un- 
acquainted with the diſagreeable criſis to 
which my pecuniary circumſtances: had 
approached ; the eye of thoſe far leſs in- 
tereſted ſaw into my embarraſſed ſitua- 
tion, and expoſed me to the ridicule of 
the whole town ;—thank heaven ! the aw- 
ful leſſon paſſed not without its elfoct— 
but left an impreſſion ſufficiently ſtrong, 


to 
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to regulate my future conduct, in direct 
oppoſition to the folly of the paſt.— An ex- 


ecution had been in my houſe for ſome 
time paſt, and the actual ſale of my effects 


took place yeſterday. My journey 


through life, had procured me a general 


- acquaintance in the faſhionable circles, 
but it had ſecurcd me no real friendſhip, — 
my proſperity had been diſtinguiſhed by no 

diſintereſted or generous action, and my 

* came unpitied, nor moiſtened by 

the tear of gratitude —The whiſper of dif- 


treſs now proceeded my fleps,—thoſe 


who could have aſſiſted me, warned there- 


by, ſhunned me, — thoſe who could not. 


met me unmoved, and even hinted at my 


fituation with exultation,—In ſhort, —T 


ſaw myſelf without a friend without a 


houſe ; 
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houſe; without money; my furniture 
the moſt ſuberb in the metropolis; and che 
greater part thereof handed down to me 
from my aneeſtors, — gone, ſcattered about 
the town; or tumbled promiſeuouſiy a- 
mongſt the lumber of Broker's alley, and 
the ſtately manſion of the Soutliby's, om : 
the 'verge of being rudely diveſted of all 
ts ſolid properties, and modernized- into 
a haberdaſher's ſhop ;—from this unenvi- 
able ſituation, the intervention of one 
generous, though unknown individual, 
has reſeued me; diſpelled thoſe elouds of 
gloom that O er-hung my proſpects, and 
reſtored me once more to an independence, 
and to more than deſerved tranquillity of 
mind. e 


cc On 


60 THE MISTAKE, 


« On my return laſt night to the hotel 
where I now lodge, I found a packet that 
had been left for me, accompanied by a 
| firi charge that it might be ſafely de- 
livered ;—habituated lately to nothing but 
tradeſmen's bills, and diſagreeable de- 
mands for payment, I concluded this to 
be of a like deſcription, but judge my ſur· 
priſe—whep, on opening it, I read this 
ee ifs 1 

e With this, Lord Wellford will re- 
ceive the neceſſary vouchers to put him 
once more in poſſeſſion of what the ſale 
of this day had deprived him, — together 
with a ſmall ſum, without which the re- 
| covery might be of little importance, and 
even then incomplete, without an accom- 


panying 


9 
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panying aſſurance that lis Lordſhip's 


town reſidence will be again reſtored to 


him, as ſoon as the proper writings for the 


re-conveyance are finiſhed, 


3 


return is, that the whole 1 remain a 
proſo und ſecret.” 


„ My aſtoniſhment was till height- 
eried,” continued his Lordſhip, & when I 
found encloſed with the receipts that had 


been granted, on URLs of the purchaſe- 


money, 


Eyery poflible attention has been paid 
in the arrangement of this buſineſs, to 
prevent Lord Wellford's creditors from in- 
terfering in an act intended ſolely for his 
perſonal benefit, and the only requeſt in 
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money of different lots of my furniture, 
carriages and horſès, were Bank notes to 


tle amount of five thouſand pounds. 


Though I had no reaſon to doubt the 


validity of the notes, yet J could not 


help entertaining a ſuſpicion that the 
whole was a mockery, intended: to inſult 


my misfortunes; and early this morning 
have been with my agent, and ſrom his 
information, find ſuch tuſpicion harſh 
and ill-founded ; though as yet I have dif- 


covered no clew to lead me through the 
myſteries of the tranſation.—lt appears, 
that amidſt a variety of bidders that at- 
tended the ſale one perſon alone ſeemed 


_ eager to. become the purchaſer—he was 


muffled up in a great coat, and ſeemed 
ſtudiouſly 


a different deſeription, he made his at any 
price — his perſeverance at laſt overcame 
oppoſition, and ſome of the moſt valuable 
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ſtudiouſly to keep himſelf concealed— 
articles of little importance or of little in- 
trinſic value he paſſed over, but thoſe of 


lots were knocked down to him, without 
being enhanced by contention ;—contrary 
it ſeems to the general mode, on ſuch oc 
caſions, of merely paying a depoſit in the 
firſt inſtance, he inſiſted on paying down 
the whole purchaſe money,—and departed 
without either leaving his addreis or or- 
derivg the tlings to be moved. Iam in- 
formed alio, that my houſe had previouſly 
been diſpoſed of by private contract, to 
this very ſame gentleman, and that the 
proper decds are abſolutely in great ior- 


wardneſs, 


— 


. / 
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wardneſs, whereby it is again to become 


mine and the younger”  braclies: of my 


i family for ever.“ 


Lord Southby, who had hitherto ſtood 
Picking bis teeth with a wonderful degree 
of inattention, was rouſed at the word 
| younger, on which his father laid parti- 
cular emphaſis, © And ſo,” cried he, 
© whilſt the younger branches of our illuſ- 
trious tree, are to. be nouriſhed by the 
milkof this stranger's kindness, the moſt 
5 . bough may be blaſted. Ws 


&« This cheek where health with beauty 1 0 
A deadly pale o'ercaits 5 
So fades the freſh roſe in its prime, 

Before the northern blaſt.” 


But go on, 'tis a d—n'd good ftory, 
pon mine honor, © is it not Nan?“ 
15 : Her 


IC 


17 


Jy 


er 


THE MISTAKE, 71 


He Ladyſhip bad indeed paid ſo little 
attention, that ſhe knew not whether it 
was or not, but what of all that? —ſhe 
had adjuſted the economy of her wig in 
the interim, 'and now nodded approbation 


to the remark of her Lord, 


© The lawyer FP a : this laſt 
buſineſs, either does not, or pretends that 


he does not know, either the quality or 


ſituation i in life of his employer—a fictious 
name he ſuppoſes has been made uſe of, 
notwithſtanding which, the whole tranſ- 
action may be rendered valid and indiſ- 
putable.“ | | 


* And have you no idea my Lord,” — 
ſaid Fairfax, cc who this generous fiend 


| is? __ 


ec There 


——— 
——  — — 
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| * There is but one;”—replied the Earl, 
with a ſigh, whom I could ſuſpect of 
thus ſtepping between me and deſtruction 


—my ion Edmund it is but lately that 


his virtues and tenderneſs of heart has 
come to my knowledge, but ſo ſtrongly 
does my kindling affedions ſanction the 


tale of his goodneſs, that even ſach a proof 


as this of his benevolence to ſo unnatural 
a parent as I have ſhewn myſelf would 
not ſurpriſe me,—did the preſent awful 


fituation of his mind admit 1 its poſſibility, * 


. With me this 4 is the ſtrongeſt 
peſſible reaſon of the thing's probability,” 


.cried Lord Soutbby, archly,—* for, in 
my opinion, nuthing but the influence of 
her lunar majeſty, could have induced ſo 


mad 


mad 
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mad a conduct. Come along n 
muſt brush. 


cc Where my love ? a 3 ber 
Ladyſhip. 


« Home, my ſweet creature,” — replied 
the huſband. 


I don't go home this bout,“ ſaid Nan, 

e but what. of all that 9—Lady Gilbury 
gives a mutton chop at five o'clock, to 
form a party to Aſtley's ;—we dine at the 
Count's at ten;—and partake of a ſnug 
ſupper at. four in the morning, at the fat 
widow's, in Albemarle ſtreet ;—tis on the. 
whole a ſnug thing.—Sir Timothy . 


ce D—n Sir Timothy,” exclaimed the 
Her 
VOL, III, 2 "Ladyſtup 


huſband, interrupting her. 
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- Ladyiſhip: fung out of the. com, be 
followed her; at the door of the earriage 
the diſpute was renewed with acrimony— 
orders and co unter- orders were given to 
the coachman, who unluckily giving a 
75 [preference to the commands;ofchis-Lord, 
took the nenreſt way homę and, qu return, 
had himſelfi complimented with What is 
Augarly termed a-black eye, fromthe fair 
- hand tf his lady in return or which 
Southby, in the true ſpirit of retaliation, 
unll 10 uſc his own expraſſion, completely 
i trimmod ker jacket; as a ſpecimen of what 
ne had to expect when oppoſition was 
"> carried to fuch-2-length, molt particularly 

F ee de the threat formerly held out, 
about this ſame Sir Timothy, had paſſed 
into a kind of certainty j—when the worlt 


18 


__ 
A * 
* * 
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is overy we have litile to dread from in- 
ferior e 


In the mean time, Captain Fairfax had 
liſtened with ſomewhat a greater degree of 


attention to the noble Earl, than did his 
heir apparent ſuch an act of an unac- 


counted for generoſity came not within 


his notions of human prudence or good 


management. indeed he would have con- 
cluded the whole a tale of fictious impro- 
bability, had it ſtood unauthenticated by 


any other proof than the bare word of the 
relater; but his Lordſhip in his warmth 


had produced the notes—a fact ſo ſtubborn 
that he could no longer doubt.— His 
thorough knowledge of Edmund's illneſs, 
put a poſitive negative on the father's al- 

| * 2 luſion 
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luſidn reſpecting him, but it furniſhed him 
with a hint, which none was better quali- 


fied than himſelf to turn to his'own im- 


mediate adyan tage; —The powers that had 
recentiy been granted him, in reſpect 
to che management of Edmund's affairs, 
| gave a plauſibility to his own immediate 
interfelenoe In thoſe of the Ears, and the 
obſcurity | in which the real author ef his 
| preſent comfort chuſed to. remain, was no 
reaſon. why he ſhould'not catch a portion 
of merit from the enormous mafs hay, 
on the contrary, the ſelf-denial of the 
party Was; in his way of reaſoning, ſuch a 


Proof of folly, as deſerved neither thanks, 


or eandour, and to draw him from the ſe- 
cluſion he ſought, would have been only 
to expoſe him to the ridicule of the world. 
5 | Prefacing 


7 
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 Prefacing his addreſs, therefore, with 


ſome ſuitable remarks and acknowledge- 


ments for the many fayors the goodneſs 
of the Earl bad conferred: on him, he 
feryently deelared, that had fortune put it 
in his power, nothing could have given 
him greater pleaſure than to have acted 
in a ſimilar way, with the perſon juſt. men- | 


| berg nfouprk IDA Nb nf y fora gd 


* ” 


[+ 
+ my.” 


Ms It i Fee „ added. the « Cue hs 
an e. in his manner, well ſuited t to 
pa on the temper of his auditor, at 
this Ware warmed with gratitude and 
pleaſure the news of your irkſome 
. 8 me at the only period in 


my life, when heaven had put it; in my 
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— — —ẙ— - - — _ . W —— = anti Gs = * — — — — 
D - ke : At — — — — ſhe - — * 2 — Wenz 
A = > 8 A - — — — — — "= = —ç a y IK — — > 
— £2 wha. © 4 — — 0 — — os 8 ; — 1 — - * - — - 
— — — x — 3 — — ae "A h —— — pl * <p — 
> — > * r . — 3 — — 5 
2 pron, 2 . — no uy” 5 - » * — — — r — — —— —— 
- * — 5 1 2 2 2 25 « —— . an — 
- * " a — 
— — - wo — — 
4 


_ — 


EPS 


— 


1 
. — 
— 2 
Ss : 
3 
— 8 
— . 2 


than was firſt imagined. Your partiality 
ters furniſhed. the means—1 mean, my 
Lord, had it furciſhed the mi 
”_ Ne I done 18 


e I would have accounted myſelf the 


——— — - - 
= > — — 
— — — 
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power tobe ſerviceable. —The economy of 
Lady Wellford had rendered her laſt gift 
to her favourite fon of more importance ; 


in appointing me to lock into thefs mat⸗ 


readily would 1 have facrifieed every ry thing 
to your peace, and the accompl ;ſhmient a 


„ had T omitted any thing in my 


greateſt of villains ;— my eagerneſs in 
this particular has outrun my diſcretion 


AI wiſh tobe. underſtood, my Lord, that 


if my eagerncis to ſerve you bad, on the 
ont of my being poffeſſed of the. means, 
gone farther than the truſt repoſed 1 in me 


Wär- 
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warranted, the intention was, at leaſt, 


good, and I do not regret—I mean—T : 
would. not have regreteed the appropria- 


tion, of a ſum,—left no doubt for a very 
different purpoſe. 


1 — 


41 [3 135; N A 


This Addreſs, * Pe ie to | 
ingoſe on the eredulity of the Earl, bad 
its full effect bis Lordſhip ſaw, or what 
Was equally to the purpoſe: of the ſpeaker, 
be thought be ſaw ſtand, before. him, the 
mam whoſe: welt timed iaterpoſition bad 
faved. bim r want —Saw him tog with 
leſs emborraſſiment, on the coblideration 
that the means were furniſhed by — 
plus af his own ſon's fortune, for to bave 
awed ſach an oligation to a man whom he 
had. bitherto. confidered in the hght of a 
dependent, and to whom, hurried by the 

11 in 


＋ 


fnvonfideraiion of his paſſions, he fo lately 


intended a connubial compliment of ſo 


delicate a nature, would have alarmed his 
pride, and rendered a refuſal of the whole 


recent benefits an act of indiſpenſible pro- 


 priety—but as it ſtood, the gratitude he 


thought he owed was unmingled with a 
ſenſe of the weight of obligation, and he 


expreſſed it with frankneſs and fincerity. 
Fairfax, with his uſual cunning, endea- 
voured to deny what he had half confeſſed, 
and appearing much agitated, his Lord- 


ſhip, to ſpare him from any farther ex- 


: planation, took his leave firmly deter- 


mining not only to abandon any farther 
attempt on the domeſtic peace, but to 
render ſome eflential return to the captain 
for ſo generous an interference, Nor in- 

deed 
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deed in this laſt particular had he time to 
cool, —for he had ſcarcely returned to his 


apartments, w 


* 


anonimaus intimation. 


bat: aa. 117 7 
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hen he received the following 
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Afevorite Aequaintne again Cond 


ce 
(0 
Tu Earl of Wellford is lebe 
_ reſpeQfully informed, that a majority in Pc 
an old regiment on tbe home eſtabliſn- P 
ment, is now to be diſpoſed of on terms 8 
highly advantageous to the purchaſer. His 2 


Lordſhip's known partiality for Captain 8 
Fairfax, renders it unneceſſary to ſay more bp 
than that, in the event of 2 mutual ſale K. 
being allowed, the difference of money . 
will þ be trifling, though from the general 
embarraſſinent of the Captain' s circum- | 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, inſurmountable, unleſs aided by 
a temporary accommodation. 15 


——— 


| 4 The particulars and mode of pro- 
. cedure pads be known by application to 
Meſlrs. A— 5 for the regiments,” 


Nothing could have occurred more apro- 
pos;—his Lordſhip flew to the agents—de- 
poſited the neceſſary ſum, and put every 
thing in the propereſt train for the ſpeedy 
completion of the buſineſs—taking ſpecial 
care toenjoin a perfe& filence as to the 
part be himſelf had ated, with a view 

= not only to ſcreen him from the charge af 
oſtentation, but to preſerve the officer 


6— Wit..." 0..." "0. 


from having his delicacy hurt by a tranſ- 
aQtion which might ſeem a re- payment of 
his own generoſity ;—theſe howeyer were 


. ET _ 
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precautions more cerem onious than need- 

ful, for ſo far was Fairfax from being a 
: ſtranger to this impulſe of gratitude, that 
he Ra was the ſole een 


Tbe moment that Lord Wellford left 


Berner 8 ſtreet, Mrs. Fairfax entered her 
huſband's apartment, and found him ac- 
tually employed in writing a ſketch of the 


very note ſo ſuddenly diſpatched-after his 


Lordſhip, and whieh had all the effect 1 in- 
tended by its author not chuſing how- 
ever to make his lady a confidant where 
her aſſiſtance was of no oſe—he pocketed 
the paper with an air of myſtery, and 
knitting bis brows, with ſymptoms of ex- 
treme anger, demanded whether ſhe had 
giren Ws ſanction to the inſult he had juſt 
- received ?— 


„ 


4 
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received his turn of invention at once 


: ſurpriſed and terrified Mrs. Fairfax, —ſhe 


ſtood mute whilſt he proceeded, — Yes, 
insult—and if I abſolutely believed that 
you had, even in the minuteſt degree, 
connived at, or encouraged this old do- 
tard's preſumption, by all that is ſacred! I 
would renounce you for ever.” 


« I: am n equally a ſtranger to the inſult 
and to the idea of a connivance againſt 


your peace, replied his wife, recovering . 
her fortitude by the meanneſs of the threat. 
„% Well- 


« Tis well,” cried Fairfax. 
ford has had the impudence to inſult me 
with 2 propoſal, for which 1 have the 
ſtrongeſt inelination to exact the ſevereſt 
vengeance, —A majorit 75 indeed no, 1 


1 „„ ſcorn 
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fcorn promotion, purchaſed at the expence 
of my honor, — Tour own. indifcretion 
may force us to part Clariffa—but never 


mall it be faid that 1 fold my happineſs 
for a mercenary advantage“ 


% 
NA =! 2 ' 


Welt acquainted as the lady was with 
the duplicity of the man, his preſent man- 
ner, joined to the previous behaviour of 
| Lord Wellford to herſelf, deceived her, 
and an emotion of returning tendernefs, 
overcame every other paſion——the related 
every circumſtance that had paſſed be- 
tween her and the Earl, and begged her 
huſband to receive the prefents which 


Sp &o&eae%w ES a 


were accepted ſolely for his benefit—he 


L 


took the articles with careleſs indifference, 
with the intention as he ſaid (but which 

was never meant to be fulfilled) of return- 

= | ing : 
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ing them to the confuſion of the giver,— 


and 'remarking that his wife had made 
out a very pretty ftory,—took his hat and 


coolly left the room, leaving his wife in a 
ſtate of mind truly pitiable. 


is firſt care was to difpatch his fabri- | 


ented epiſtle to Earl Wellford, and then 
tu fecure the agent's circumſpection whom 


he knew, and to whom he related a very | 


plaufible account of his intentions—in- 
deed the buſineſs was taken up fo warmly, 
by all parties, that in a very ſhort time his 
name was — amongſt other pro- 


- motions. 


In mean time his mind was not ſo mueh 


engroſſed by this n as to diſable him 


from 


* 
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from, proſecuting other ſchemes, His F 
attention to the Earl andhis intereſts was 
in every. appearan ce indefatigable, and the x 
grandobject of nooriidmnnd's commiſſion 
of lunacy advanced with all, the celerity 
that ſuch a complicated e re- b 
quired. —In this indeed he had played 

high game, in which a all that Was er N 
able in the eye of morality, al | that was d 
neceflary for his future reſpefabity v. — a 


ſtaked, and required a more than wonted h 


= 


portion of 1 ingenuity to bring i it to a favour- 


Ir 
able iſſue; ſo anxious ON this account he 8 
was that all enquiries after Charlotte had W 
been poſtponed, and even the balmy in- ol 


fluences of ſleep baniſhed from his pillow, I 


bis wife had not even the. comfort of 
ſharing in his anxiety—he had left her in he 
Fe f the 


rr 
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the humour formerly mentioned, and tak- 
ing up his abode in retired lodgings, glad- 
ened her no longer with his preſence, 


4 * 
3 —— . 3” 
* * = 7 pate Poa « +4 _ 1 — 


Lord Southby took but little concern in 
a circumſtance ſo nearly allied to himſelf, 
— whether his brother was conſigned to a 
mad-houſe—or his father reſtored to in- 
dependence, were. matters of equal in- 
difference to him.,——The late fracas with 
his Lady, had rendered home not quite ſo 
inviting as it wont, and in lieu had en- 
creaſed his eagerneſs to find out Charlotte, 
whom his imagination ſtill held as an 
object worthy of his ſearch, — ſuch ſearch 
had however proved ineffectual, till chance 
placed him one night in the ſame box with 
her at the play. 
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The aer he felt Cap per a A ; 


„ 


guy en 28— 


underwent an unuſual emotion at a queſ- 
tion which, recalled a mixture af loye and 


apprehenſion, —but before ſhe could. xe- 


ply, Southby added; — 
66 mean — ſinee he ran mad.“ 1 


Charlotte had hitherto been a perfect 


ſtranger to the actual illneſs of Edmund, 


the intelligence procured of this circum- 
ſtance, by Sir Samuel Belfard, having been 


carefully kept from her knowledge ſhe 
_ had, 


ee neee 
had heard of Edmund lately — Char- 


lotte, who was no leſs ehagrined han his 


ad, 


| EL oe at Te 
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bad om the contrary,” been taught to be- 
lieve that he was in perfect health and 
ſpirits. This enquiry therefore convey- 
ing in itſelf ſuck a piteous piece of infor- 
mation, unhinged her fortitude; and with 
a face pale and infinitely expreſſive faint- 
ly repeated the melancholy word mad!” 
Indeed; my Lord, | I have no idea of 


2 


© The d—I you ha'nt! —exclaimed he 
—examining his teeth as uſual in a 
pocket glaſs, with apparent indifference, — 
why furely you muſt have heard that your 
running away with that curſed Baronet— 
fairly turned his brain, and that in con- 
ſequence he now. enjoys the comforts of 


| bread and water and a firait waiſtcoat— 


'twas 
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*twas the hum of your being bis ſiſter, — 


verily believe, 'pon my honor . firſt uſhered 


in the dawn of lunacy, —though I always 


told him it was all a d—n' d lie—as i it has 
fince turned out. „But 75 


* 
7 Þ 1 x 


1% Heaven ſends misfortunes, —why ſhould we repine, 
'Tis heaven has brought him to the ſtate We ee : : 
And his condition may too ſoon be mine 4 
The child of ſorrow— and of miſery." 


Poor Charlotte's ſpirits fled—ſhbut- 


ad a tremulous ſhriek and ſunk down 
in a ſtate of inſenſibility; the incident en- 
gaged immediately the attention of the 
whole theatre.— His Lordſhip, unuſed to 
ſuch delicate workings of the paſſions, 
faid it was “ dd odd,” —whilſt:a gen- 
tleman, whoſe looks had been previouſly 
directed to the ſpot, ruſhed amidſt the 
confuſion to the lady's aſſiſtance, and car- 


ried 


ried h 


gentle 
Bello 
was 
feelin 
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ried her i in his arms into the lobby. —Tvis 
gentleman was no other than Sir Samuel 
Belford, whoſe behaviour, on this occaſion ö 
was märked at once e by manlineſs and 


- * 


OW 

4% % 

The intereſt be took in this lovely girl's 
fortune, though warm in the extreme, was 
yet deſtitute of actual love; the generous 
ſenſibility of his temper had been forcibly 
touched by ber ſituation, and an intimate 
acquaintance with the ſweetneſs of her diſ- 
poſition, Kindled in him the affection of a 
brother, without encreaſing the flame to 
that extent that had ruined Edmund ;— 
his behaviour, in conſequence of this cau- 
tious limitation, had been frank and un- 


reſtrained, and a mutual and open con- 


fidence was the reſult. 


This 
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This platonie intimaey took away the 
embarr ſſment which Charlotte would 
ara have undergone, on finding her- 
ſelf in the arms of a man on ber revival, 
and ſhe was about to thank him ſor his 
_ kindneſs, —when her eye met an object 
that, but for the timely aid of, a ſmelling 
bottle, had again thrown her into a ſitua- 


| tion fimilar to, that from;which ſhe bad | 


Juſt recovered, 


With his ſunk eyes fixt on her, pale and 

emaciated, leaning. mournfully againſt 
the oppoſite wall ;—ſhe ſaw Edmund 
Southby ;—an appearance ſo unexpected, 
ſo extremely dejected; fo different from 
the blooming youth ſhe had known him; 
—ominouſly ſeemed to concur with what 
had 
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had been ſo eruelly retatet by his brother; 
' overpoweretl by ar impulſe of tenderneſs 


and compaſſion, the ſprang from the arms 


of Sir Samuel, bat a crowd of loungers 
at that moment intervening between her 
and the object of her alarm in vain the 
endeavdured to accompliſh her with no 
Edmund was again to be feen, nor any 


perſon that bore to him * 1 re- 
femblance. 


« Speak to me, Sir Samuel,“ cried 


8 Charlotte, ina voice ſcarcely articulate,— 


«tell me if my fears have raiſed up this 
phantbin—or was what 1 have juſt ſeen in 
reality my brother Edmund?“ 


The baronet had indeed ſeen Edmund, 
and was equally at a loſs to account either 


for 
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for his appearance .or ſudden vaniſhment, 


denneſs of his diſappearance, might have 


inclined him to imagine that what they 
had juſt noticed was but an erial ſem- 
blance ſent to prepare them for the actual 
certainty of their friend's diſſolution, but 


as his dependence on his eye was equal to 


dis diſbelief of ſupernatural warnings, he 


was convinced that what he had now ſeen 
was his identical friend, however his own 
reaſon might work in oppoſition, but to 
have inſiſted on ſuch a conviction, would 
only have added to the trouble Charlotte 
was already involved in, and he thereforc 
endeayoured to turn the incident into 
| 2, pleaſantry, 


had he been leſs opinionated in his ocular 
exaQneſs, or more inclined to ſuperſti- | 
tion, the improbability of the youth's 
being in ſuch a place, joined to the ſud- 
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pleaſantry, by obſerving that he had him 
ſelf noticed the object that had alarmed 
her, in this haſt inſtance, and concurred- 
in the ſtriking reſemblance he bore to her 
brother Edmund, but that he had fre- 
quently ſeen the ſame perſon, and curio- 
ſity had led him to enquire who he was,— 
e And be is, I aſſure you, my dear girl,” 


added he, laughing, © no leſs a perſonage ; 


than tonsor general to this very theatre. 


« T have never yet,” ſaid Charlotte, ſe- 
riouſly, © known Sir Samuel Belford, de- 
clare an untruth, even in joke, without 
ſome ſubſtantial reaſon as a palliative. — 
All pale, and dejected as he is, I think 
you eould not be miſtaken in the perſon. 
of Mr, Southby.” 


VOL, III. 'P « And 
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And what reaſon can be imputed for 
my denying ſuch a knowledge ?” de- 
manded the baronet, with a ſmile, 


* A moſt ſubſtantial one,“ replied a 
gentleman, who not only overheard but 
ſeemed intereſted in their diſcourſe, © a 
ſingular goodneſs of heart you'll par- 


don the apparent impertinence of my cu- 


rioſity,“ added the ſtranger, © acquainted. 


as I am, with ſome of your late acts of 
benevolence, 1 have ſought with indefati- 
gable induſtry to find out your name, and 
chance having thus accompliſhed my wiſh, 
I could not refrain expreſſing the happi- 
neſs I felt on thus - 


99 


« Spare your compliments, I beſeech 
you,” cried the baronet, interruping him, 
“% you 


C6 
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you ſee that this lady demands at pre- 
ſent an aid and attention, to which cere- 
mony muſt give way.“ 


The gentleman bowed, and drew pack, > 
not howeyer without an aſſurance that he 
would take the firſt opportunity of ex- 
preſſing his ſentiments on the admirable 
conduct of Sir Samuel; whilſt he, now 
joined by thoſe ladies, in whoſe company 
Charlotte had come to the play, conducted 
them ſafe to their carriage, and as faſelß 
. . | 
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} 


CHAP. XXXV. 


"Tis easier to get into a quarrel, than out 


of it. 


Lorp SOUTHBY had obſerved the 
effect of his raſh intelligence with the 
greateſt characteriſtic indifference. If he 
felt any extraordinary ſenſation it was 
that of pleaſure, at having thus ſtumbled 
on an object that he conſidered not alto- 


gether unworthy his purſuit, increaſed by 


a belief, which his vanity ſuggeſied, that 


the agitation of the lady was imputable 


to no other cauſe than the conſequent 


extacy 
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extacy felt at his preſence. The ſudden 


appearance and conduct of Sir Samuel 


Belford, in conſequence, mortified and ir- 


ritated him, and would have been fol- 


lowed by a diſpute of a very ſerious oom- 


plexion, but his Lordſhip, in his hurry to 


impede the progreſs of his concluded ri- 
val, trod on the gouty toe of a gentle- 
man who, from lameneſs, could not con- 
veniently get timeouſly out of the way; 
and in return, had the ſaid gentleman's 
crutch applied rather rudely to the outſide 
of. his own ſcull; this produced an alter- 
cation, not only between themſelves, but 
the bye ſtanders, ſome of whom took an 


active part in the argument, and arreſted 


the impaticnce of his Lordſhip ſo much, 


that he did not come up with the pur- 
| | 5 3 ſued 
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ſued till they were ſecured. in the car- 


riage from the intended interruption.— 

One advantage ſeemed to occur, however, 
from the procedure namely, the addreſs 
of the fugitives, which he, oyerbeard in 


the orders given to the coachman, and he 


was deliberately marking this down in, his 
memorandum book, by the light of one 


of the lamps, when he was accoſted, by 
the very gentleman, whom we have.ſo 


lately noticed to have introduced himſelf 
in 10 cavalier a way: to the baronet. To 
this perſon his Lordſhip was rather more 
 familiarized than was Sir Samuel, having 


often had occaſion for his! aſſiſlance in 


the procuration of that very neceſſary ar- 
ticle commonly ycleped, money. of the 


true value and nice caleulation of which, 
than 
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than this gentleman, none was a more 
perfect eonnoiſſeur; nor indeed was in 
the practice of a more general employ, 
amongſt thoſe whoſe expenditure ex- 
ceeded their regular income, and who, in 
conſequence, durſt brave the certainty of 
fature ruin by immediate and temporary 
ſupply. He had been the noted inſtru- 
ment for raiſing the credit and ſupport» 
ing the extravagancies of the unthinking; 
and for putting off what is called the 
evil day, to make its actual arrival the 
more ſevere; and ſo perfect a maſter was 
he in this kind of bufineſs, that his com- 
putation of the various chances depend- 
ing on lives and inheritances, with all the 
etceteras attached to the myſtery of bor- 


rowing and lending, was referred to, in 
X | ' 
P 4 all 
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all caſes of doubt or difficulty. It! 18 lit 
tle to be wondered at, therefore, that his 


abilities were known to the Earl of Well- 


ford; who fo often food 3 in need of this 
kind of aid; in the recant ambarraſſment 
of that nobleman, this adroit agent had 


taken a very active ſhare, and the unex- 


pected turn given thereto, totally went 


beyond his ideas of the common Jair- 
play of the world: in caſes of difficulty 
he had often indeed found disinterested 
friends come forward, but ſums like theſe 


given without the probability. of intereſt, 


or even the leaſt ſhadow of ſecurity, for 


the re-payment of the principal, was alto- 
gether fo far out of his way of bargain- 


ing, that he was determined to find out 
both the author and motives that pro- 
duced 
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duced ſuch an effect; in which ſearch he 
was encouraged by the Earl himſelf, who, 
awakened to thought by a juſt ſenſe of 
the obligation, longed to return ſome 
kind of an acknowledgement; though no 
ſtranger to the perſon of the baronet, his 
name and conſequence had eluded the 
penetration of this man of buſineſs, till 
the accidental exclamation of Charlotte, 
diſcovered them, 

After what has already been recounted; 
of Sir Samuel Belford, the reader will 
have the leſs difficulty in crediting this 
information,—nay, it is a matter of doubt 
whether it has not been an opinion pre- 


viouſly entertained, that the principal 


part of the tranſaction could apply to no 


8 bother 
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other with equal propriety. From the 
moment of the baronet's arrival in town, 


his attention had been confined to acts of 


generoſity, pointed out by his ſinguldr 
mode of reaſoning from appearances, and 


perfected by the affluent ſituation of his 


circumſtauces. In this amiable purſuit 


he was cordially joined by Charlotte, 
whoſe. ſentiments were in ſome meaſure 


congenial, and who, in this humane oc- 


cupation, found a temporary relief to the 


ſeverity of the anxiety that preyed on her 
mind, and tinged her ſpirits with me— 
lancholy. 


It was during one of their walks in 


queſt of amuſement, at once ſo eccentric 


and commendable, that they were firuck 
with 


ra 


f 
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with an advertiſement announcing the 1n- 
tended ſale of the houſe and effects of 
Lord Wellford ;—equally confirmed in 
the belief of that nobleman's near con- 
ſanguinity to Charlotte, —a kind of natu- 
ral impulſe ſprang up in the breaſt of the 
lady. . | 


Can I ſee the author of my exiftence 


thus deprived of the actual comforts of 


life,” ſaid ſhe, whilſt the tear of commi- 
ſeration ſtole down her poliſhed. cheeks, 
© and the means of ſaving them to him 
in my power?“ 


And can I hear fo dutiful, fo gene- 


rous a wiſh expreſſed, ” cried the baronet, 


& without lending a hand to ſec it accom- 
7 6 pliſhed, 
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pliſhed.—But, my dear girl,” added he, 
&* you have not conſidered the ſum requi- 
fite to ſuch a tranſaction, The manſion 
of the Earl, as this public paper expreſſes 
it, is not only $Pacious in itself, but si- 
tuate in the most fashionable Square in 
the metropolis, the furniture modernized 
with elegance and taste, and the whole, 


comprising the completest winter residence 


in ihe circle of the ton, —in conſequence 


of all this, the expence to the ' purchaſer 
muſt be immenſe,” : 

Do not damp my inclination,” ſaid 
this lovely girl, © if my own finances ad- 
mit not this ſacrifice, I think I might 
preſume to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of Ed- 


mund, his heart is moulded in „ 


& Solicit!““ 


* 
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e Solicit !” exclaimed the baronet, in- 
terrupting her with animation, ““ rather 
command me !—Confound me! (I crave 
pardon for the expreſſion) it ever an Ed- 
mund in' the kingdom will fly to ferve 


you with more alacrity or ſatisfaction.” 


Indeed, Sir Samuel Belford ſeldom of- 


fered his affiſtanee, without being ſincere, 


or ever heſitated in forwarding a ſcheme 
which he conſidered proper ; this was an 
employment to his wiſh, and he went 
about it with alacrity : how be ſucceeded, 
is already known to the reader—better, 
perhaps, than recollected by himſelf; 
for although things that bore againſt his 
common ideas of propriety were regiſ- 
tered on the tablet of his memory, things 

that 
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that reflected his own merit, he diſcarded to 
from his recollection for ever. But, | Þb 


— 


To return to Lord Southby.— Ile re- 


ceived the ſulutation of this limb of the- a1 
law, as moſt other great men do their in- i 
feriors, when a ſenſe of intereſt gets the tl 
better of ſelf- importance, that is with the 2 
outmoſt ſhow of good humour and cor- tl 
diality. mails 6 Bt 
2 th 

« ] have wonderful good news for you,” on 
cried Mr, Milwood, (for that was the gi 
name of this uſeful gentleman.) Southby 4 

had employed him to raiſe a ſum of mo- 

ney on truly diſputable ſecurity, and this | th 
was a beginning that ſeemed to augur ſuc- cu 


ceſs, ——* My dear Milwood,” cried he, 


taking 
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taking him by the hand, ©& thou art—— 


but 


& Your pains are register'd, 
„„ Where every day I turn the leaf to read them.“ 


and ſo you have touched the ready, — per- 
ſuaded the old ſcoundrel that this was 
the firſt annuity I ever granted, I ſup- 
poſe, and that my worſhip ſtood as lit- 
tle chance of falling by the attack of 
thoſe vallainous diſtempers that prey on 


the human ſpecies, as he did in ſe- 


curing himſelf a birth in the upper re- 


| g1 Ol S 


71 
Lou miſtake me, my Lord,” replied 


the agent, “I have not been able to pro- 


cure the ſum you wanted.“ 


4 


« Fs/” 
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« No!” exclaimed his Lordſhip, with 


the particles of condeſcenſion, kicking 


one another from the tablet of his coun- 


tenance. 


No money, indeed,” faid Milwood, 


« but I am happy to communicate a more 


pleaſing piece of intelligence. I have 


juſt found out, by the moſt whimſical of 
chances, who he is that has ſo provi- 


dentially ſaved your father from ruin,” 


« And in return,” cried the nettled 
Southby, “ permit me to communicate 
another pleasing piece of intelligence, and 


that is, that if you had not been an ig- 


Norant raſcal, you muſt have known that 


I cared juſt as much for the information 


as 
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as I would have done at the certain ac- 


compliſhment of my father's ruin.“ 


The epithet ſounded harſher than did the 
opprobrious title in the ear of the agent, 
and he muttered it back through his 
teeth, adding that ignorant as his lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to reckon him, he 
would convince him he at leaſt could diſ- 
tinguiſh what was actionable.” 


ee That the thing is actionable “ ob- 
ſerved Lord Southby, with an emphaſis, 
« ] will put it beyond a doubt.“ He 
immediately applied his right hand to his 
cane, or rather bludgeon, which, in the 
true ſtyle of modern elegance, dangled 
from lis left wriſt by a leathern thong, and 
with 


— 
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with as few flouriſhes as the circumſtance 
admitted of, levelled a blow at the agent 


with a force which leſt little doubt of its 


intention. 


This was commencing a ſuit with a 


vengeance unprecedented either in the 


courts of law or equity; the defendant 
had neither time to plead, or ſhew cauſe, 
—yet what could be done, he did, and 
that too with no ſmall degree of dexterity; 


he ſuddenly raited his own ſtick, and 
though unable either totally to ſtop or re- 


pel the one oppoſed, he met it in an ob- 


lique direction, turned the danger from 


his own to the head of a perſon that mo- 


ment paſſing, on the crown of which, it 


took place, with but a trifling diminu- 
tion 
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tion of force, and without any previous 


intimation. 


The proprietor of a caput thus radely 


attacked, as chance, or ſome other cauſe 


would have it, was none other than Sir 


Timothy Mortimer, of whom occaſional 
mention has been made, and between 
whom and his Lordſhip, for reaſons more 
obvious than delicate, there did not ſubſiſt 


much cordiality; and, in conſequence, this 


ſudden.philip to the baronet s memory, 
was not likely to form a bafis of recon- 
eiliation; on the contrary, he ſurveyed 
the complimenter, that is, he would have 
Surveyed him, had the inſtantaneous diſ- 
organization of his occult ſenſes permitted; 


with a look of pain, mingled with indigna- 


tion, 
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tion, and by a kind of mechanical pro- 
ceſs, directed a retort, not indeed exact 
in order of motion, for in his then hu— 
mour he ſcorned imitation, yet in a way 
that gave to the effect a caſt of ſuperio- 
rity. The feet of Southby quitted the 
pavement, and his head, without adding 
"any thing to its ſerenity, took poſt in a 
line exadly parallel to that from which 
they had deferted ; as this was neither a 
ſituation of choice, nor a poſture in which 
a diſcuſſion of paſt or preſent umbrages 
were likely to be adjuſted amicably, he 
nimbly regained his legs, and with much 
apparent eaſe deprived Sir Timothy of 
the uſe of his members of the ſame de- 


ſcription. 


The 


The 


a 
— 
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The baronet, althongh a man of high 
faſhion, was yet more an admirer than a 
practitioner in this kind of paſtime, and 
this Iaſt ſpecimen of his opponent's adroit- 
neſs, was ſo convincing in point of ſu- 
periority, that he gave up the conteſt, — 


not that his anger was leſſened by the 
other's ſucceſs, on the reverſe, he deter. 


mined. on ſevere ſatisfaction, on princi- 
ples more dangerous indeed, but more 


congenital to his ideas of honor; he, there - 


fore, whiſpered Southby a challenge; ſet- 


tled the hour, the weapons, and the place; 
and left him to digeſt the whole at his 
leiſure. Now, although Lord Southby 
would not have offered the ſmalleſt ob- 
jection to have immediately ſettled the 
difference by the law of pugiliſm; yet he 

had 


ns wt. a 


* 
- 
X 43 
v ang <8 4 * . 0 
— ] 5 oo — N * 
F — A 1 7 3 5 =” - — — 5 — * — 2 , 
« * n 4 19+ eat — — — . — * * p g ** 
wo SY - 1 55 2» 3 2 4 LY Py — 8 0 _ v * 
4 - #5 . £ wh — — — 5 — 1 — 32 SY - 9 * * 
2 > . 2 1 — 4 - 3 * 1 0 * 
* - - > A £44 93 — I 12 1 — * * 4 


— 
5 
% Ros 


— 


_ hs. 

* * — — 2 
. Da 

8 7 * 3 * 


n 


1 1 
ao 
1 * a Cy 


—— 


pom co. =_ "3x" - __ a 
we Tb — 
| 


2 


"% 


Tm. 


* * Tg 


? J "3 * 2 of " . 
— N 2 
< 9 pans 


* ** 
' 4 
» 4 
9 tb 


YE 4 
=. — * & 
— 


4 * 
8 Cn, Bs 4 
a S152 
S is — * s 2 
OA. . - 


* 
2 6. 
a 


os oh A Be: 


1 * 5 
2 2 7 4 % * 
* nf, — 
„ OT 
; 1% 


oF | 5 «+ bi ” bs * 2 2 - — 833 
33 2 2 2 s ow 7 8 * 1 F. oa 2 2 
"4 * We * — * * +. - £< * $ 5 a 3 1 
Hi = — 1a * e Is P 22 d - * 6 2 3 4 
. 2 — * —— — — _ — 6 1 7 


22 
— 
— 
— 


* A 


„ S42 
— — 323 
* F - A * 


oy 
* 


118 TAE MISTAKE, 


had a pride incapable of ſubmitting to a 


challenge in any ſhape, or on any occaſion, 


he had alſo a careleſſneſs of life well 


adapted to brave the moſt dangerous 


propoſal ; far, therefore, from entertaining 


a wiſh to avoid the meeting, he looked 


forward to it asa thing of courſe ; heigh- 
tened by a gratifying ſymptom of revenge; 
whether this revenge was founded juſtly, 


or otherwiſe, or whether the reſult was 


to terminate to his own perſonal advan- 
tage or not, were matters equally un- 
important to a nobleman of his peculiar 


ay of reaſoning, and in ſtrict adherence 


/thereto not a ſingle thought was thrown 


away on ſuch uſeleſs diſcuſſion, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XXXVI. 


Villainy, when thought most secure, is 


generally easiest detected. 


— . — 


Mu. MILW OOD, who had been the 


innocent cauſe of ſuch a dangerous de- 
termination, was totally excluded from 


any ſhare in its management; indeed he 


maintained not the ſmalleſt portion of his 


lordſhip's recollection, and had, on that 


head, little to dread from his reſentment; 


he had wiſely withdrawn from the ſcene 


of action, the moment Southby's atten- 


tion became diverted ; but not chuſing 


to 


a. 
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had a pride incapable of ſubmitting to a 
challenge in any ſhape, or on any occaſion, 


he had alſo a careleſſneſs of life well 


adapted to brave the moſt dangerous 


propoſal ; far, therefore, from entertaining 


a wiſh to avoid the meeting, he looked 


forward to it as a thing of courſe ; heigh- 


tened by a gratifying ſymptom of revenge; 


whether this reyenge was founded juſtly, 
or otherwiſe, or whether the reſult was 


to terminate to his own perſonal advan- 


tage or not, were matters equally un- 
important to a nobleman of his peculiar 
way of reaſoning, and in ſtrict adherence 
thereto not a ſingle thought was thrown 
away on ſuch uſeleſs diſcuſſion, 


CHAP, 


Vi 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


Villainy, when thought most secure, is 


generally easiest detected. 


— 2 — 


Mu. MILW OOD, who had bcen the 
innocent cauſe of ſuch a dangerous de- 
termination, was totally excluded from 
any ſhare in its management; indeed he 
maintained not the ſmalleſt portion of his 
lordſhip's recollection, and had, on that 
bead, little to dread from his reſentment; 
he had wiſely withdrawn from the ſcene | 
of action, the moment Southby's atten- 
tion became diverted ; but not chuſing 
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to loſe the merit of a diſcovery on which 


he prided himſelf, notwithſtanding the 


unfavourable circumſtances that attended 
its firſt diſcloſure, he went directly to 
the lodgings of the Earl of Wellford, and 


found. him rather mal-apropos, in the 


company of Captain Fairfax. 


Fairfax, had been very aſſiduous in his 
attention to the Earl, for more reaſons 
than one ;—he had been playing a dan- 


gerous game, and more than common 


ſubtilty was requiſite to ſecure the advan- 
tages he had gained. They were now in 


cloſe converſation on the final adjuſtment 


of poor Edmund's commiſſion of lunacy. 
The captain had ſpared ncither trouble or 
expence in the buſineſs, and had, at laſt, 

procured 


3 


d 
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procured the evidence of ſuch witneſſes 
as was, in the eye of the law, deemed ſa- 
tisfactory; whether theſe witneſſes were 
ſuborned to his purpoſe, either by the 
actual receipt, or what is more probable, 


by the promiſe of an adequate quietas to 
their conſciences, was a matter which he 


conſidered the world had no kind of bu- 


ſineſs with, and although it afterwards 
came out, that fo far were ſome of theſe 


worthy characters from being intimately 
acquainted with the unhappy youth's fits 
of inſanity, which they deſcribed, they 
were abſolutely unacquainted even with 
his perſon ; yet he had concluded that no 
obſtacle could poſſibly occur, that his 
own precaution, aided by the influence 
of Dr. Jennings, whom he had ſecured 
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ſteadfaſt in bis intereſt, and the ſkill and 
chicane of a friendly attorney, whom he 
had long employed in caſes of de pera- 
tion, could not combat and overcome. 


There is, however, a fatality attending 
on bad actions, which ſets at nought the 


cunning of human prudence, and often 


leads to detection by means the moſt ſim- 
ple and unexpected, 
Milwood' s communication was a check 


againſt which he was totally unprepared, 
Earl Wellford ſaw the blood deſert his 


countenance, and a ſudden tremour in- 


vade his limbs ; although in himſelf, of a 
temper void of ſuſpicion, his Lordſhip at 
times indulged a keenneſs of preception 

that, 


t 
t 
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that, in ſome meaſure, counteracted the N 
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effect of the over eaſineſs of his general 


conduct; he had obſerved ſome recent 
contradictions in the behaviour of his 
worthy friend, the Captain, with which 
his preſent embarraſſment ſeemed ſtrongly 
to concur, and ſome very powerful ſug- 
geſtions pointed out the comfortable ſup- 
poſition that he had been groſſſy duped, 


5 And are you ſure, Milwood?“ de- 


magded he, © that the perſon who has 


taken ſo active a ſhare in my deliverance, 


is Sir Samuel Belford?“ 


« Moſt poſitive! my Lord,” replied 
the agent, © in his perſon I cannot be 
ns, and although I might have been 
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deceived in the title beſtowed on him by 


the young lady, as I have juſt mentioned, 


yet allow me to add, that having heard 


the direction given to the coachman that 
carried them from the theatre, I made 
bold to call there in my way hither, and 
have had every thing in regard to his 


name, title and circumſtances, confirm- 
ed to me.” 


*« And is it poſſible, Captain Fairfax,” 
ſaid the Earl, quickly turning toward him, 
e that Sir Samuel Belford can be that 
friend that you have indirectly declared, 
ſo powerfully ſeconded your own exer- 
tions in my favor ?—You have always re- 
preſented the baronet, as the baſeſt of 
human beings, not only as your own in- 

; | tended 
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tended murderer, but as the villainous 
deſtroyer of the virtue of an innocent 
girl, whom he had every reaſon to believe 
ſtood in the near relation of a child to 
me ; as the perſon, who by this laſt act, 
laid the foundation of the wretched Ed- 
mund's malady, and the perſon whom you 
have ſworn to bring to condign puniſh- 
ment. Surely you could not but be aware 

how little I muſt be diſpoſed to lay my- 
ſelf under an obligation to ſuch a ſcoun- 


drel or coaleſce with the author of ſuch 


family diſaſters. How then am I to re- 
concile ſuch evident contradiction be- 
tween your profeſſions and your actions? 
—you ſeem confuſed ;—if I have hurt 
you by an unjuſt ſuſpicion of your inte- 
grity, moſt readily will I retract, —ſtill you 
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are filent, and have loſt that volubility 
which, on every former occaſion, conſpi- 
cuouſly diſtinguiſhed your converſation. 
Gracious heaven | perhaps your con- 
duct in regard to my boy, Edmund, ſtands 
in need of a like explanation, and I am 


about to ſign a deed to deprive him un- 
juſtly of his fortune—of his liberty !” ꝰ 


Luckily for the ſinking ſpirits of Fair- 
fax, and to give him a neceſſary reſpite, 


the door at this moment opened, and Lord 


Southby entered. 


« Fairfax!” exclaimed he, throwing 
himſelf into a chair, © this is lucky, 
J have an affair of honor on my hands, 
and ſhall want your affitance—and ano- 

ther 
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ther thing I wiſh to communicate, I have 


at laſt found Charlotte ;—d—n'd fortu- 


nate—two ſtrings to my bow, pon my 
honor !—death or corporeal gratification ! 
My good old gentleman,” ſaid he, ad- 
dreſſing his father, “ let's have ſome 
wine ;—confoundedly out of ſpirits I am, 
that's certain—yet you ſee how this baſe 


world wegs!“ The Earl condeſcendingly 
rang for the wine —his partiality for his 


ſon was a foil that continually acted 


againſt his underſtanding, and with ſuch 


ſucceſs, that the foibles and impertinences 
of the youth paſſed without the neceſſary 


reprehenſion. 


Lord Southby ſworc he wanted ſpirits, 


and gave to the wine the faireſt of all poſ- 
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fible chances, to exhilirate the portion 
be had left, and it tolerably ſucceeded, 


— My dear fellow,” cried he, taking 
Fairfax by the hand ; tt to-morrow morn- 
ing at five o Clock, you muſt accompany 
me to Blackheath— 


1% For who would fardels bear, 
To groan ang ſweat under a weary life!“ 


Eh !—yet I am divided—curſedly divided 


in my opinion,—My ſervice to you Well- 


ſord.— About this ſame diſcuſſion of love 


and war.— And egad, I ſometimes deter- 
po mine to give cupid's arrow a preference to 
the piſtol of mars, becauſe, after this 
d—n'd, dear, fancy girl has been mine, 
why, I may ſettle the other affair at my 
leiſure; —but beginning the ſtory at the 


other end,—a clumſey thruſt in the guts, 


Or 


yt ju 
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or a bullet in the brain, might effectually 
ſpoil my reliſh for ſofter amuſement af- 
terwards—but then again my honor! 
plague .on't—and my promiſe—ey—and 


the d—liſh itching I have to blow the raſ- 
cal's brains out, forins an abſolute climax 


in favor of war-like hoſtility.—Sweet 


Charlotte |!—here is confuſion to the dog 


that ruined you, though *pon my honor, 
thou lookeſt all the better for it.“ 


As Milwood had taken no kind of no- 
tice of the quarrel in which he had left 
Lerd Southby engaged ;—it would have 
been ſtrange if this unconnected raptr- 


ſody had not led to a concluſion in the 


minds of the auditors, that Sir Samuel 
Beltord, and not Sir Timothy Mortimer, was 


G 5 the 
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the intended companion of next morn- 
ing's excurſion, and as his Lordſhip never 
once thought an error of ſo trivial a na- 
ture was worthy an explanation, the 
Captain felt his ſunk courage revive on 
the ſuppoſition, that the man he moſt 
dreaded, was in ſo fair a way of being ſa- 
tisfaQorily diſpoſed of; he therefore, whiſ- 
pered his compliance with the requeſt 
made him, and that too with what was 


rather unuſual with him, a ſerious inten- 


tion of fulfilling his promiſe. The Earl 
did not, however, enter into the ſpirit of 


the buſineſs with fimilar views, nor did 


his extreme alarm for his ſon's ſafety pre- 
clude an earneſt endeavour to inveſtigate 
the cauſe ;—much as he had been taught 
to deſpiſe the character of the baronet, 


what 
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what had been juſt told him by Mil wood, 


had ſtirred up ſo powerful an advocate in | 
his favor, that his opinion became balanced, 
whilſt the preſent willingneſs of the 


Captain to ſecond the intention of his 


ſon, placed the inconſiſtency of the latter 
gentleman's conduct in a ſtrong point of 
view; in conſequence, he infiſted on a 


categorical anſwer to what he had previ- 
ouſly propoſed, prior to every other con- 
ſideration. 


Southby, who had ſomehow paid more 
than wonted attention to this determined 
propoſition of his father, ſaw with much 
ſurpriſe, the aukward dilemma into which 


the Captain was thrown, and though he | 


neither underſtood nor wiſhed to under : 
Rand the meaning of the Earl's words, 
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yet he felt intereſted in the i ſſue, and with 
. haſty exclamation, enquired, whether 
Fairfax heſitated to give his — ſatiſ- 
faction? 


I never refuſe to grant every proper 
fatisfa@tion,” replied the officer, forcing a 
ſtern defiance i into his aſpect, " but i in the 
preſent inſtance there i is a delicacy — 


«© D——r the delicacy,” interrupted 
Southby, “ no man ſhall treat my father ill 
and plaiſter it up with delicacy.” 

* Here!“ and pulling out a brace of 
piſtols from his pocket, and toſſing one of 
þ them acroſs the table, with juſt the ſame 
5 | indifference as if it had been an orange. 
T Take that, defend yourſelf—and— 
fl Cut be he that firſt cries hold ;—enough.” 


. Fairfax, 
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hl Paairfax, rouſed by the threat, graſped 

r the deadly inſtrument, and following the 

- example of his opponent, levelled it at 
his head, 

r 


At this eritical moment, when the two 


: young. men were on the point of diſ- 
. miſſing one another from this world of 
y ſorrow, and the Earl of Wellford fat ſtu- 
ql pified with horror and alarm, the door 
1 again opened, and the arm of Lord South- 
by was ſuddenly arreſted from its purpoſe 
by the activity of the perſon who en- 
g tered. we | LE 5 


„What means this poſture?” demand- 


ed the perſon, with an air of authority : 


is life given to be ſported away in this 


unworthy 
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unworthy manner?—Ah ! what do I ſee?” 
cried he, ſtarting, © my brother and my 
friend, armed againſt each other's life ; 
and in the heat of paſſion, thwarting the 
regular courſe of providence, by a deed 
from which nature ſhrinks, which on its 
completion gratifies not the ſurvivor, but, 
on the contrary, entails on him endleſs 
regret and miſery.” 


The Earl, recovering from his alarm, 
viewed the ſtranger with aſi arpriſe, ming- 
lcd with tenderneſs ;—he ſaw in his looks 
and perſon ſomething which recalled the 
warmeſt emotion in his boſom, and the 
ſuddenneſs of his appearance, joined to 
the intrepidity of his behaviour, carried 
with them an irreſiſtible claim on his pa- 
ternal feelings. 


& Brother ! 
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* Brother! did you ſay,” ſaid the Earl, 
tenderly taking the ſtranger by the hand, 
ce if Lord Southby is your brother—hea- 
vens! in what affinity ſtand I to you?“ 


Had not the information given me, 


previous to myentrance, determined this,” 
replied the ſtranger, whilſt his eye gliſ- 
tened with ſenſibility, © there is ſome- 
thing within me that loudly ſpeaks out— 
you are my father !” 


And you are my child, Edmund,” 
uttered the Earl, with an empaſſioned ve- 
hemence.— Edmund dropt on his knee, 


and the father claſpi bing him in his , 
burſt into tears. 


Southby 
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Southby ſwore it was d—n'd insibid, 
and telling the Captain he might depend 
on ſoon hearing from him, pocketed the 
weapons, and marched out of the room, 
followed by Fairfax, who, utterly con- 
founded at the appearance and behaviour 
of Edmund, dreaded the ſhock of an ex- 
planation more than ever ;—as for the ho- 
neſt agent, he felt ſo little inclination to 
renew the diſpute with Southby, that he 
had ſagaciouſly retired on the firſt appear 
ance of that nobleman. 


CHAP, 
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| : 

. 

, CHAP, XXXVII. 

; A retrospective view of some illustrating 
5 occurrences. 

— — 

) TE 

> Tus ſtate of oonvaleſcence in which we 
. BU left Edmund at the inn, may naturally 


have led the reader to conceive the moſt 
favorable ideas on the iſſue of his diſtem- 
per; but unhappily for his peace, his re- 
collection gathered firength in proportion 
to his mental and bodily reſtoration, and 


his memory, once awakened to a ſenſe of 
what had paſſed previous, and even dur- 
ing his illneſs, tenaciouſly maintained and 
even 
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even magnified them beyond their proper 
ſeverity ; his reflections were aggravated 
too by the deſertion of his friend Fairfax, 
joined to that gentleman's behaviour at 
Wellford Lodge, an exact account of 
which had been conveyed to him by his 
ſteward, nor did the information he now 
received of Charlotte add to the ſerenity 
of his thoughts. That, lady had been 
ſeen leaning on the arm of Sir Samuel 
| Belford, in one of the ſtreets of London, 
by a gentleman who knew the parties; 
and who, on his return into the country, 
had propagated the news in-a manner that 
ſoon reached the ears of him who was the 
moſt intereſted, loſing. nothing in the 
courſe of its circulation, 8 


7 


Such 
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Such things had better have been for- 
got for ever; but there is a ſomething in 
the ſyſtem of man, which fixes the atten- 
tion on thoſe things which tend only to 
aggravate the native melancholy of the 
mind, and twiſts even gratifying occur- 
rences to loathing and diſſatisfaction; 
ſuch was at leaſt the effect produced in 
the temperament of Edmund. 


« I would be happy if I could ;” would 
he ſay, in reply to the kind ſuggeſtions of 
his faithful valet, who, of all others, was 
the moſt aſſiduous in his endeayours, and 
ſincereſt in his wiſhes for his perfect re- 
covery. *© But much I have till to ſuf- 
fer, Joſeph,” would he add, with a ſigh, 
before thoſe heavy clouds that obſcure 


the 
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the atmoſphere of my peace are diſpelled, 
and the tranquillity once enjoyed is re- 
ſtored to my boſom * then, whilſt the tear 
ſtole down his pale check, he would fink 
into thought, or talk wild and inco- 
Hexont;:: = 7:4: "261 1 


The thought of returning home was 
of all others the leaſt pleaſing ;—the mag- 
net of attraction that wont to render 
Wellford Lodge delectable was gone, the 
ſemblance of every object had changed, 
and nothing but ideas of diſcomfort pro- 
miſed to ariſe from appearances ſo chan ged 
and fo woe-begone—yet in the place 
where he now was, no inducement pre- 
ſented itſelf, nor did a neceſſary economy 
admit of a long continuance, He there- 


fore - 
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fore ſettled every thing with a liberality 


; that gave great ſatisfaction ; diſpatched 
5 home all his ſervants, excepting Joſeph, 
1 without whom the world would indeed 
. have been an inſupportable confuſion, and 
with whom he took his departure for 

London; not that, in the buſtle and va- 
_ riety of chat place, he flattered himſelf in 


the ſuppoſition of either alleviating or 
diſpelling the anxiety of his mind ;—all 
places, in this particular, were equally de- 
ficient in allurement ; equally deſtitute 
of thoſe ſoothing qualities that might have 
charmed the : turbulence of his paſſions, 


of his ſorrow. He was as yet too weak 


to join in the active ſervice of his regi- 
ment. It was, therefore, ſimply his wiſh 
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and gently thrown a veil over the objects 
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to ſeclude himſelf for a time from the ob- 
ſervation of the world, as well as from the 
condolence of acquaintances, who delight 
in enumerating the different ſources 
of grief, and harrow up the ſufferings, 
only that they may pay a fulſome com- 
pliment to their own ſagacity and fellow 
feelings. 


Far they had not proceeded on this 
journey, when, on tha entrance of a com- 
mon, and when the chaiſe had halted to 
repair a trivial accident that had happened 
to ſome part of the harneſs, an old wo- 
man earneſtly ſolicited his attention, — 
her huſband, ſhe ſaid, was on the point 
of death, but could not die contented, 
without having firſt diſcloſed a ſecret that 

tormented 


an ear open to the minuteſt breathings of 
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tormented him.—“ I have ſworn to him,“ 
added the poor creature, that I will diſ- 
cloſe the whole after his deceaſe, but this 
gives him no comfort; —will you, then, 
your honor, deign to render the laſt mo- 
ments of a miſerable old man tranquil, 
by merely liſtening to what he has to 
relate?“ 


Edmund quitted the chaiſe; he had ſtill 1 


* 4" 2 2 


E + # 
3 * 
; ; — — 


diſtreſs, and a heart ready to co-operate 
with the delicacy of every bodily organ— 
it may be truly ſaid, that it was the firſt 
time, ſince he left his home, that a pleaſur- 
able ſenſation entered his boſom, and he 
followed the old matron more obliged by CE 
far than * hey entered a little 1 

wretched -oþ 
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wretched hovel, and by the glimmerings 
of light that penetrated through the thatch 
of this wretched abode, he perceived the 
huſband of the wretch he followed. He 
ſeated himſelf on the fide of the bed, 
where the fick-man lay—whilf the wo- 
mun explained the nature of the viſit, 


] have been a ſad fellow, that is true,“ 
ſaid the huſband, © as you may ſuppoſe, 
when I inform you, Sir, that I have all 
my long life, followed the profeſſion of 
a tinker. There js; however, one act, 
amidſt the many ungainly ones I have 
perpetrated, which bears hard againſt 
my conſeience.—Liſten to me, I pray 
thee, and the laſt bleſſing of a dyi ing! man 

reward your eee | 
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6 Some eighteen years ago, as my wife 
and I were travelling in the country, as it 
was our conſtant cuſtom „ we arrived at 
the entrance of an avenue that led to a 
ſpacious manſion, — the gate was open, 
and we had ſcarcely got on the inſide, 
when a beautiful child attracted our no- 
tice, —it lay playing on the graſs, and its 
nurſe fitting by it faſt aſleep; the richneſs 
of the infant's dreſs was a temptation to 
wretches like us, brought up to pilfering 
and idleneſs, which our limited notions of 
honeſty could not withſtand—not a crea- 
ture, but the ſleeping nurſe, was to-be 
ſeen, - we ſnatched up the babe, and pre- 
venting its crying by tying a handkerchief 
over its mouth, ſoon reached a wood in 
the vicinity, where, having ſtript and new 
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altered the child, and tainted its ſkin with 
a particular dye, well known to our fra- 
ternity, even the parents themſelves, much 
as they might have lamented the loſs, 
could not have known the object of their 
lamentation. Notwithſtanding ſuch pre- 
caution, ſtill a dread of detection haunted 
us; and we left the country, not only to 
avoid apprehenſion, but with a view of 
diſpoſing of the valuables we had obtain- 
ed.—On the journey, the little girl was a 
great help to us, as it gave us a plea of 
neceſſity irreſiſtible, when urged judici- 
ouſly. In London we had a daughter, 
who, from bad example, had, at an early 
period, taken to a vicious life; to her we 
told our ſtory, and ſhe took a great liking 
to the child; and indeed, well ſhe might, 


for 
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for it was the ſweeteſt beſt conditioned” | 


babe under the ſun,—Often uſed ſhe to 
carry little Charlotte, (for fo we called 
her, from a name wrought in the corner 
of her handkerchief,) abroad with her in 
her walks, as ſhe ſaid it was an attraction 
to gentlemen, and ſeldom failed to excite 
curioſity, for our daughter was ſtill very 


young, too young, they ſaid, to be the 


mother of Charlotte, and this remark ge- 


nerally brought on converſation, which 


her ſkill turned to advantage. —A young 


woman, who lodged in the ſame houſe, 


grew jealous of the preference thus ob- 
tained by our daughter, and having under 


2 plauſible pretence obtained leave to carry 


little Charlotte out one evening, at once 
depriyed us of what was ſo dear to us. 
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| She returned without our little girl, and 
pretended that the child had been forced 
from her arms by two men, who previ- 
_ ouſly knocked her down ;—but the truth 
afterwards came out from the obſervation 
of one of her companions, who had wit- 
neſſed the frolick, as they termed it; from 
which it appeared that ſo ſar was the child 
from being forcibly taken from her, that 
ſhe had abſolutely ran off and left it in 
the arms of a drunken gentleman, whom 
ſhe had enticed into the ſnare.—Senſible 
of our own guilt, we durſt not complain 
of this »—and time had almoſt obliterated 
our loſs, till one day, in paſſing through 
one of the great ſquares, we ſaw little 


Charlotte playing at the door of a fine 
houſe ” | 


% That 
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reed 
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ruth 
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“ That is what we did,” interrupted 

the old woman, “and as fine ſhe was as 

when we firſt ſtole her, and ſo gay a ma- 
dam there was attending her, as your ho- 
nor can't think!“ “ Hold your prat- 
tle, dame” ſaid the huſband, © you know 
at that time, your folly would have diſ- 
covered us, had not I pulled you away; 
though I now wiſh I had not done ſo.— 
But you ſeem uneaſy, Sir—we are indeed 


very troubleſome.” 


« Go on !” cried Edmund, glowing with 
impatience and amazement—** but firſt 
tell me if you know, to whom the houſe, 
you have juſt mentioned, at that time be- 
longed ?” * 8 _ | . 
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© That,” replied the old man, © I 
learnt a few days after, when we ven- 
tured again into the neighbourhood ;—i 
was the town reſidence of the Earl of 
Wellford.” 1 


The ſtory told by old Thompſon ruſhed 
on the memory of Edmund, The time, 
the place, and the ſtriking connexion be- 
tween that and the preſent recital, ſtrongly 
corroborated both, and convinced him, 
beyond a poſſibility of donbt, that Char- 
lotte was the child thus ſeparated from 
her own family, and thus connected with 
his own. 


« But what is Charlotte to me * cred 
he, with a ſigh, © the time indeed was, 
| when 
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when ſuch a diſcovery would have made 
me happy but that time is paſt.— Pro- 
ceed.— I am all attention.“ 


& J have nearly finiſhed,” ſaid the ſick 
man; © my wiſh was to diſcloſe this part 
of my villainy, before my death, in the 
hope that the innocent victim of my bar- 
barity, may, by ſuch means, be reſtored to 


her relations, and my ſins be forgiven me! 


—Will you, then, my dear young gentle- 
man, promiſe to uſe your endeayours for 
this purpoſe ?” ty 


 & With whom is ſuch an endeavour to 
be uſed?” demanded Edmund, all agitated, 
* or how is a propoſition from me to be 
credited, if made unſubſtantiated by any 
other evidence than my bare aſſertion? 
a4 e I will 
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e I will take my ſacrament on the 
truth of what I have advanced,” ſaid the 
wretch, © and my wife will confirm it 
before any Juſtice in the kingdom.” 


ce That's what I will,” cried the old 
woman, © for I have often and often ſaid 
as how it was a main pity that ſuch a good 
young gentleman as Sir Samuel ſhould be 
: kept without the knowledge of having a 

ſiſter,” 55 


6 Fir Samuel V repeated Edmund, 
ſtarting, in a kind of prophetic anticipa- 
tion of what was to follow ſay — ſpeak 
what Sir Samuel do you allude to?“ 


7 I 2 


ce Sir Samuel Belford,” anſwered the 
man; * we ſtole the child from the diſ- 


conlolate 


CO! 


ha 


he 
he 


.— 
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conſolate arms of the parents of him we 
have named: Charlotte was his only ſiſter,” 


© O heaven!” exclaimed Edmund, 


ce what a taſk is here impoſed on me, and 


what miſery will my communication in- 
flict on thoſe, who, but a few weeks ago, 
would have received it with rapture —ſtill 
I think too highly of both, to imagine that 
there is direct criminality in their connec- 
tion, —yet connected they aſſuredly are, 
and though the church may have ſanc- 
tioned it—inceſt—black, d—n'd inceſt— 
muſt again. tear atunder the bonds of mu- 
tual telicity, and diſunite the tie of happi- 
neſs they may fondly have concluded. per- 


manent.— My 1oul delighteth not in tri- 


umphing over the unfortunate, nor in 


H 5 rejoicing 
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rejoicing o'er the fall of an ungenerous 
rival, why—why then is this dreadful taſk 
| reſerved for me?” 


„ Your honor ſeems to have ſome 


knowledge of the families I have men- 
tioned ?” ſaid the man, 


« Had I known them leſs, I had been 
more happy,” ones LING 


— you know Miſs e ob- 
ſerved the old woman, “ your honor muſt 
have taken notice of a remarkable ſtraw- 


berry mark juſt under her left ear, I could 


fear to it amongſt an hundred —and if 
any of the clothes are preſerved, that ſhe 
had on when that wicked ſlut parted from 
her 


he 


OUS 


en 
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her, I think I could ſwear to them, above 
all to a purple ſaſh, with the initials C. B. 
wrought in golden thread on it—ſhe had 
it on when we ſtole her, and we had never 
parted with it.“ 


e All this may be brought in proof 
hereafter,” ſaid Edmund, © let our firſt 
care be of your huſband — his life is highly 
eſſential to be preſerved,” 


n __ who accompanied his maſter, 
now took the hand of the ſick wretch, and 
after examining his pulſe and his tongue, 


accompanying the acts with ſome appro- 


priate interrogations, in the uſual ſtyle,. 
declared that the patient's illneſs proceeded 
more from a want of adequate nutrition 

n$ - uud 
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and ſpirits, than from any aQual badily 
ailment—and this opinion bein g ſupported 
by a confeſſion of extreme poverty by the 


party, meaſures were inſtantly taken that 
a ſuitable remedy might be adminiſtered. 


The mind of the old man having been 
much relieved by this confeſſion, from the 


oppreſſion it had fo long laboured under, 


and poſitive aſſurances having been given 
him, that no perſonal danger would reſult 
in conſequence, the regimen of Joſeph had 


fair play, and in a few days produced the 
deſired effect, 


4. 
This period had been paſſed by Edmund 
at a neighbouring inn, in a ſtate of unde- 
ſeribable inquietude, and as ſoon as the 


man 


— 


E 
it 


THE MISTAKE, 157 


man had recovered ſufficient ſtrength, he 
accompanied him to a neighbouring Juſ- 


tice, by whom the ſtrange confeſſion was 


regularly taken down and atteſted, as a 


ſecurity at once againſt a relapſe of ſick- 
neſs, and any idea of recantation which 
might probably ſuggeſt itſelf in the mind 
of ſuch a wretch,—he accompanied this 
tranſaction with a liberal gratuity, and 
ſat off for London, where he ſoon after 


arrived. 
5 
/ : 
.. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII 
Containing various matter not unworthy 


perusal, 


— — , 


NorTwrrasTANDING the ſtrong 
concurrence in the evidence, the teſtimony 
of the Earl of Wellford was, in the opi- 
nion of Edmund, till wanting to eſtabliſh 
the claim of Charlotte to the privileges of 
her birth—a ſtrong natural inclination too, 
impelling him to the meaſure, he deter- 


mined immediately to viſit his father. — 
Stranger, however, to his perſon, he judged 
it expedient to ſolicit an introduction 

2 through 
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through the medium of his brother, and 
conſequently went to his Lordſhip's houſe, 
—His Lordſhip was juſt gone to Covent 
Garden, and though Edmund truſted but 
little to the aid or even commiſeration - 
of ſo volatile a relation, yet his preſent 
anxiety was ſuch, that he followed him to 
a place ſo ill affimulating with his thoughts, 
and appeared in the lobby, on the critical 
moment, in which Sir Samuel Belford 
entered it with Charlotte.— The ſudden 
and unexpected ſight of this lady fo fami- 
larly ſupported in the arms of his rival, 
ſtirred up in his boſom a tumult of ſenſa- 
tions at once oppoſite and excruciating, it 
was a conflux of love, pity and reſentment, 
amidſt the turbulence of which even reaſon 
tottered, and well accounted for the ſad de- 


jection 
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jedion of his oviward appearance, as it 


ſtruck the eye of Charlotte; ſcarcely know- 
ing where his feet carried him, he fled 
from objects ſo detrimental to all his proſ- 


pects of happineſs, and found himſelf ſoon 


after in a coffce-houſe, attended by the 
faithful Joſeph, who had watched his ſteps, 
and now adminiſtered ſuch cordials, as 

ſoon calmed the perturbation of his ſpirits, 


and brought So a aan degree of 


compoſure. 52M. 


a7 the doch of the: theatre, Joſeph had 
accidentally met Larkins, the valet of Lord 
Southby, and from him had learnt ſome 


particulars regarding the ſituation of the 


Earl of Wellford's pecuniary affairs, prior 


to the enn turn given thereto, by the 


7 yon 
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good offices of the Baronet, to which, in- 
deed, this truſty adherent was a total 
ſtranger;—to amuſe and draw the atten- 
tion of his maſter from contemplating on 
things ſo hurtful—Joſeph communicated 
this intelligence, and Edmund, without a 
heſitating thought, reſolved inſtantly to 
throw himſelf at his father's feet, and en- 
deavour to relieve his diſtreſs, at the ex 
pence of his own fortune. —Joſeph pro- 
cured a coach, and with a beam of inter- 
nal ſatisfaction illuming the mind of Ed- 
mund, on the proſpect of ſnatching a fa- 


ther from ruin, he arrived at his lodgings. 


Like a ſtream, whoſe natural oourſe has 
been checked by ſome caſual impediment, 


was the torrent of returning affection, in 


the 
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the boſom of Lord Wellford, to its native 
channel, its impetuoſity enereaſed by the 
ſtoppage of its original motion, now ſwept 
before it every oppoſing particle.—He 
preſt his amiable ſon in his arms—he wept 
over him—a recollection of his mother, of 
her patience, and of her ſufferings, ſerved 
only to link the chain of endearment, the 
more ſtrong and permanent. 


The ſenior ſon, as has before been ſaid, 
not entering into the ſpirit of this play of 
the paſſions, declared upon oath to the in- 
ſipidity of the thing, and left them to the 
full enjoyment of a ſcene ſo exquiſite,— 
Edmund, as ſoon as words became articu- 
late, frankiy declared the immediate cauſe 
of this unprefaced viſit, and the father, with 

| his 
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his heart throbbing with gratitude, diſ- 
cloſed his actual ſituation with equal can- 
dour and unreſerve, the occaſional men- 
tion of Sir Samuel Belford, in this declara- 
tion touched the delicate fibre of poor 
Edmund's ſorrow, —he dropt again on his 
knee, and prefling the hand of his father 
to his lips, implored him to ſatisfy his re- 
maining doubt in regard to the birth of 
Charlotte.— The Earl raiſed him up, and 
endeavouring to conceal the tear that pity 
forced down his cheek, repeated in ſub- 
ſtance what the reader is already poſſeſſed 
of, if trouble ſufficient has been taken to 
peruſe the epiſtle of Dr. Jennings to his 
ci-devunt pupil, Edmund in return related 
all the particulars that had come to his 
knowledge. —mingling the recital with 

the 
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the tendereſt ſtarts of paſſion and love.— 
and the moſt pointed teſtimony of the 
agony and horror he felt at the preſent 
ſituation of one for whom he muſt eyer 


retain the tendereſt attachment. 


The Earl, who conſidered the whole with 
more coolneſs and preciſion, drew the 
moſt favourable arguments from the cha- 
racter of the parties, — that their connec- 
tion might ſtill be of that ſpecies which the 
circumſtances of the caſe reudered un- 
avoidable, and the ſtricteſt rules of propriety 
might warrant, and even flattered his ſon 
with the proſpect of an eclarciſſement 


terminating all his inquietudes, 


Edmund looked placidly into his futher's 


face, and with a prophetic concurrence, 


not 
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not with his father's meaning, but words; 


—cxclaimed, —“ yes, my dear father, the 


ſad inquietudes of your ſon will then ter- 


minate he truſts, and peace and happineſs 
once more be his; but where is my bro- 


ther? The Earl ſtarted, the preſence of 


Edmund had driven from his thoughts 


the dangerous intentions expreſſed by Lord 


Southby, but they now recurred with 


double force, —His Lordſhip had left the 
houſe, none knew where,—and the idea 
of his being joined in the quarrel by Fair- 
fax, heightened the Earl's apprehenſions, 


as he bad now conceived the very worſt 


opinion of his principles, aud was there- 


fore led to a belief thut this gentleman's 
intereſts were diametrically oppoſed to the 
ſafety of his own family,—Edmund, who 


"Y 
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had ſo many recent proofs of the ſad fe all- 


ing off of this quondam friend, could not 
with propriety oppoſe the arguments of his 
father, nor attempt to conceal his- own 


dread of his brother's danger; and readily 


in conſequence joined his endeavours, in 


order to prevent the intended meeting, — 


— 88 for the ſracas that had taken place in 
preſence of the Earl, they looked on it the 


mere effect of Southby's inebriation, which | 
he would in all probability never once re- 


fle& on, nor think of proſecuting farther, 


or, if he did, the well known prudence of 


his adverſary would prove a ſufficient bar 
againſt the iſſue being rendered alarming. 
— The firſt care was to lodge the neceſſary 

information at the neareſt public office, 
| from whence proper officers were ordered 


to 
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to be timeouſly on the heath mentioned by 
Southby, to give the neceſſary interference, 
whilſt others were inſtantly diſpatched in 
ſearch of the offending parties, and arreſt 
their perſons under authority of warrants 
granted for theſe purpoſes, —Theſe pre- 
cautions taken, Edmund was directed to 
the lodgings of Fairfax, with a view to 
learn farther. particulars, whilſt the Earl 
drove to the houſe of his ſenior ſon, — this 
laſt was but a needleſs taking up of time, 
home, being of all other places, the leaſt 
likely to find his Lordſhip at ſuch an hour. 
Lady Southby ſaw company indeed this 
very night, and the door was now ſur» 
rounded with carriages, but it by no means 
followed that her conſort was to domeſti- 
cate himſelf a whole night on ſo frivolous 


an 
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an occaſion nor was Edmund more 
lucky in his enquiry of the Captain, Mrs. 
Fairfax could give no kind of information; 


nor, from the manner of his departure, did 


ſhe expect his ſpeedy return. — This viſit 
of Edmund, however, ſo changed in his 


manner and external appearance, both ſur- 
priſed and ſhocked her.— The cruel de- 
ſertion of the man of her heart, the 
dreaded cenſure of the world, and the 


awakened ſenſe of the many improprieties 
in her own conduct, now tempered her 


feelings to a ſympathetic uniſon with the 


woe of others; and the preſent ſituation 
of this once happy young man, now forci- 


bly appealed to her underſtanding: from 


Lady Southby ſhe had received a confuſed 
account of the effect produced on his 


mind 
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mind by the elopement of Charlotte, (in 
which ſhe had horne fo large a ſhare) 
from the falſe conſtruction put on it, and 


ſhe could not forego ſuch a favourable op- 


portunity as now preſented itſelf to do 


away ideas fo prejudicial to all concerned, - 


Edmund reluctantly ſeated himſelf on 
the promiſe of Mrs. Fairfax communica- 
ting ſomething nearly concerning him. 
but when the name of Charlotte was men- 
tioned in the very opening of the relation, 
—his brother was drove from his thoughts 
and he liſtened with the moſt cager atten- 
tion,—-She freely confeſſed the impoſition 
ſhe herſelf had practiſed on him,—the 
motives that had induced her—the whole 
of the proceedings i in which ſhe had par- 
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ticipated at Wellford Lodge, — the reaſons 
that had produced the abrupt departure of 
Charlotte—and above all, the truly chaſte 
and honorable connection that ſubſiſted 
between her and Sir Samuel Belford, on 
whom ſhe beſtowed the higheſt encomium 
and praiſe, —The youth heard an explana- 
tion, which his own recollection ſtamped 

with truth in niany particulars, and on the 
whole had every ſymptom of authenticity, 
with a rapture inconceivable ; the tran- 

fition from melancholy fadneſs to the ex- 

tremeſt exhiliration of ſpirits proved 

nearly too much, he uttered a tremulous 
ſigh, and but for the timely exertion of 
Mrs. Fairfax, would have ſunk on the 
floor, —ſhe ſupported him in her arms, and 
her maid, whom her crics brought to her 
_ adliftance, 


> 4 -a. + ff mm 


_ = au a oa a&  3Þ 


Ins 
> of 
ute 
ted 
on 
um 
ma- 
ped 
the 
Ity, 
ran- 
ex- 
wed 
lous 
1 of 
the 
and 
her 


nee, 


THE MISTAKE 171 


afniſtance, adminiſtered a volatile eſſence, 


which ſoon again brought back pulſation: 


at this moment Fairfax entered; — the 


Captain had ſettled every thing neceſſary 


with Lord Southby amicably, in regard to 
their own perſonal quarrel, and was now 
returned merely for his piſtols, articles re- 
quiſite for the excurſion of the morning. 
Thunder-ſtruck with the unaccountable 


appearance before him; — the pretended 


jealouſy formerly declared by the Captain 
was now kindled into reality, and the in- 
ſtruments of death, juſt put into his hands 
by his groom, would have inſtantly rid him 


of objects now doubly hateful to his ſight, 


bad not Edmund now ſufficiently re- 
covered to perceive the danger, ſnatched 
the piſtol from his hand, and turning it 
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againſt him with eyes darting infinite ſcorn 


and contempt, demanded the reaſon of 
ſuch a threatening poſture? Fairfax foiled 
in what he termed his revenge, had re- 
courſe to his uſual duplicity—he pretend- 
ed the greateſt ſatisfaction at ſeeing Ed- 
mund—whom, i in the blindneſs of paſſion, 
he had miſtaken for one whom he had late- 
ly had ſome ſtrong reaſons to ſuſpe had 
overcome the fidelity of his wife, —Clarifſa 
ſeorned to reply to this baſe inſinuation, 
but retiring ſhut herſelf up in another 
room to give vent to the conteſt of paſſion 
that filled her boſom, 


The preſence of the Captain recalling 


to Edmund the object of his viſit—he 


gave up for the preſent every other ſ| ubject 
01 
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of diſcuſſion.— The Captain finding his 


wiſhes run the contrary way, poſitively 


denied having ſeen Lord Southby fince 


they left Earl Wellford's apartments, or 
had in any way engaged to accompany 


# ©  -* 


bim in the morning. Edmund, who could 


not diſpute this ſtatement, and who felt 


highly gratified on the ſuppoſition of its 


truth, took his leave, even flattering him- 
ſelf on the promiſe made by Fairfax, that 
every other point of doubt would be clear- 
ed up on their next meeting would mou» 


verified. 
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CHAP, XXXIX. 


Fatal terminations are but ioo often the 
fruit of inconsiderate beginnings. 


. Epyuxp found his father juſt re- 
einctly related what he himſelf had diſco- 


morning, agreed with the Earl on the 


propriety of immediately waiting on Sir 


the narrative of Clariſſa had diſcloſed, — 
They found the baronet but juſt returned 
—the ſtrong impreſſion made on the ſpi- 


rits 


turned after a fruitfeſs ſearch ; he ſuc- 


1 vered, and although it was then near 


J Samuel Belford, whoſe place of reſidence 
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rits of Charlotte by the untoward cir- 

cumſtances attending her viſit to the 

Theatre, had nearly proved fatal, and it 

had required the utmoſt efforts of the la- 
LU dies, as well as all the exerted pleaſantry 
of Sir Samuel, to reſtore her to a tolerable 
ſtate of compoſure, 

Unſeaſonable as this viſit was, and little 
as he imagined the name of Earl Well- 
ford was to form the prelude to congra- 
tulation only, he had na notion of being 


denied, but received his viſitants with an 
eaſe that teſtified the inward ſenſe of 
rectitude that accompanied his actions. 


The joy he felt or ſecing Edmund, and 
on ſeeing him in the company of his fa- 


14 ther, 
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ther, was extreme; his inquiſitive and 
penetrating eye not finding thoſe direful 


teſtimonials of mental diſturbance he had 


been led to expect in the countenance of 
his friend, added to his ſatisfaction, and his 


heart throbbed for a renewal of that in- 


tercourſe and familiarity which had for a 
| ſhort 88 ſo. my ſubſiſted between 


The Ear] explained the nature of their 
unſeaſonable call, and the baronet, with 


equal frankneſs, declared his total igno- 


rance of the circumſtance that had pro- 
duced it, and in conſequence, a mutual 
belief aroſe, that the whole was the mere 
effect of Lord Southby's unaccountable 


humour 3 or, at beſt, but the prognoſtic 
EN | F 
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of what he had in the heat of his temper 


intended ſhould be, — not what was actually 
determined upon, It is eaſy to forgive an 
impoſition, when its diſcovery relieves the 
mind from anxiety. The Earl, therefore, 
with his wonted good humour, only ſmiled 
at what he termedhis ſon's levity,and blind- 
ec by a falſe ſecurity, determined to con- 


ſign the whole to oblivion. His Lordſhip, 


in conſequence, freed from the previous 


oppreſſion, recovered his uſual good hu- 


mour, and recalling a ſenſe of the obli- 
gation he lay under to the baronet, en- 
deavoured to return appropriate. thanks ; 
Sir Samuel, with more ſelf-denial than ve- 
racity, generouſly imputed the whole me- 


rit to Charlotte, to whoſe conduct he had 
imply acted as agent. The mention of 
"Ju a name 
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a name ſo highly revered, brought on an 
animated converſation, in which all that 
had come to light in regard to this charm. 
ing girl, with the exception of what ſo 
nearly related to the baronet, was frech 
communicated; Sir Samuel properly pre- 
pared for this laſt information, the Earl 

aſked him, whether he did not think in 
the event of their being able to trace out 

the young lady's family, ſhe ought, not 
merely on account of her ſufferings, to be 
doubly dear to them. 


The baronet, who ſaw more in the man- 
ner of his Lordſhip than his words ſeemed 
to import, and whoſe ſoul yearned with 
unuſual hopes, replied, * that certainly 
Charlotte's. having been ſo early deprived 
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of the intercourſe and ſociety of thoſe 
bound by nature's ties to have ſuccoured 
and protected her, (however ſuch wants 
and claims had been ſoftened- by the hu- 


manity of thoſe into whoſe kind hands 


ſhe had ultimately fallen) ought to bave 
a ſenſible effect on the reception ſhe had to 
meet with in the event of her reſtoration, 
“This is not an undigeſted opinion,” ad- 
ded he, © for once I had a-ſifter, who, in 
early infancy, was loſt—unaccountably loſt 
—through the negligence of a nurſe ;— 
ſcarcely do I remember the circumſtance, ' 
but deep was the impreſſion which the 
grief of our-parents afterwards made on 
my memory. -Was this loſt ſiſter yet 
alive, and were heaven ſo pleaſed as to point 
her out to me; in me ſhe would find all 
that a brother ſhould be.—I would wear 
ES her 
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her in my beart, PR my arm would ward 


off the blow of the betrayer.” 


ue Then let us take up the f uppoſi- 


tion,” ſaid the Earl, ſmiling, whilſt his 


ſon ſtood wrapt in extacy, which circum- 
ſtances ſeemed to warrant, .** and imagine 


that if this ſiſter, ſo long loſt and ſo much 


lamented, was found in the perſon of our 


- favourite Charlotte !—how would the diſ- 


covery operate? 


* 
« 


wy 


52M As the wah muſic of angels on 
the etherial ſpirits of the just.“ exclaimed 
Sir Samuel, in a tranſport. ce The laſt 


words of my parents were to remember 


their loſs, and to provide for my ſiſter, if 
ever ſhe was diſcovered; nature confirmed 


this 


yard 
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this injunction, and were I to find her 
ignorant and unadorned, it would be my 


chiefeſt care to do away the ſad effects of 
the want of education - and the ſad want 


I would have imputed to the right cauſe, 


and ſaid to her, © now be thou happy ” 


but to find her in Charlotte! the accom- 


pliſhed the angelic Charlotte o hea- 
vens! the bare idea is rapture undeſcrib- 


able; it would concentrate all my wiſhes, 


and would complete my earthly felicity, by 
giving me the proton of calling Edmund 


brother.“ 


Then be thou bleſt !” cried Edmund, 
preſenting the atteſted paper already men- 
tioned, © and let thy influence over a ſiſ- 


ter ſo amiable, render me bleſt alſo.” 
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Sir Samuel read the paper in mute aſto- 
niſhment, his extacy was too great for ut- 
terance, but falling on the neck of Ed- 
mund teſtified it in ſome meaſure by his 
tears. 


6 ] bave, in the courſe of my peregri- 
nation through life,“ cried he, after reco- 
vering himſelf a little,“ had my portion of 


thoſe joys that ſmooth the rugged path of 


mortals ;—but this is ſo ſudden and ſo far 


ſurpaſſing my ideas of ſatisfaction, that 
"d—n me if I know what to make of .* 


—and indeed his ſucceeding agitation de- 
noted that he did not, —for whilſt he ca- 
pered about the room with infinite agility, 


his intentions.kept equal pace in regard to 


ſteadineſs—he would fly inſtantly—he 
| ſwore 
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ſwore, and diſcloſe the whole to his ſiſter, 
it was cruel to keep her one moment 
longer unacquainted with the diſcovery— 
but then the effect on a conſtitution ſo de- 
licate, if unprefaced with ſuitable precau- 
tion, —it would be better to write to her— 
he called for pen and ink—it was a con- 
founded cold and formal method—and he 
diſpoſed of the implements under the 
grate.—His Lordſhip would in his opinion 
be the fitteſt for a communication ſo deli- 
cate— yet that would be going ſo far round 
—Edmund was the man—had he been 
leſs intereſted—his couſin would be the 
thing itſelf—but why ſubje& her to the 
taſk, whilſt Mrs, Fairfax had a better 
command of her paſſions and poſſeſſed 
equal confidence,—There was however a 
Captain 
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Captain Fairfax—Sir Samuel bit his lip 
at the unpleaſant recolleion,—and then 


with a face of ſeriouſneſs declared his firſt 


determination was—to go to bed. 


His two viſitors took ſo ſeaſonable a 
hint, and retired, mutually congratulat- 


ing one another on the reſult, and full of 


the moſt pleaſant expectations of future 


ſelicity. The morning was pretty far ad- 
vanced, and the laborious part of the 
community had already begun the toils of 


the day, before they reached the Hotel.— 
* What can be the meaning of all this!?“ 
faid the Earl ;—a crowd of people had 


ſurrounded the door, and a buz of ge- 


neral enquiry ſeemed to predict ſome 
eventful accident, —The maſter of the 


-houſe 


MN 
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houſe met them in the bal. —* Lord 
N ſaid he,“ is 


1 Dead il” ed the Earl, in a 
| wild note of exclamation, © the ſpectre 


of the deſtroyer of earthly happineſs 


ſtands depiſted in your countenance,” — 


The man ſhook his head,—and Lord 
Wellford followed him with a png 


ſtep. 


Let us, however, arreſt the attention 


of the reader, in order to prepare him, in 
ſome degree, to participate in the ſcene 
that now opened to the Earl and Ed- 
mund, 


- 


Lord Southby, on quitting the preſence 


of his imber, had gone to the next coffee- 
ous 
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houſe, to which he was followed by Fair- 
fax, who, in the anxious hope of being re- 
venged on Sir Samuel Belford, readily 


explained away the momentary difference 


that had juſt taken place, and tendered 


his ſervice in the buſineſs of the morning. 
Southby gladly accepted both the expla- | 


nation and the proffer; and it was not till 


after the Captain had furniſhed himſelf | 
with his piſtols, that he diſcovered the miſ- 


take he lay under in regard to the gentle- 
man they were to oppoſe ;—this altered 


the caſe—miſchief for the mere ſake of 
itfelf formed no part of this officer's plan 


of operations: the iſſue of a quarrel 
with Sir Timothy Mortimer, was to him 
a matter of ſuch total indifference that he 
my became copl in the buſineſs, and 


ſeizing 
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ſeizing the firſt occaſion that occurred to 
oppoſe the ſentiments of Southby, ſoon 
produced an altercation that furniſhed a 
| plauſible pretext for giving up all ſhare in 
the tranfation,—nay, he would have 
made a merit of this change of opinion, 
by laying as much of the matter as ſuited 
bis purpoſe, immediately before the Earl 


of Wellford, but, unluckily, that nobleman 


was not to be found. 


Southby, now left to himſelf, prepared 
for the ſolemn event with a careleſs ſtoic- 


izm, that would have done honor to a 


hero of ancient Rome—that is, he dropt 


into a profound ſleep, from which a waiter, 


to whom he had given previous inſtruc- 
tions, found it difficult to awake bim.— 
| He 
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He now ſet out on foot for his own houſe 
| where Larkins was fitting up for him, and 


who in a few minutes procured him a 


chaiſe, The laſt of Lady Southby's viſt 


tants was but Juſt gone, and her Lady- 
ſhip juſt entered the room, with ſymp- 
toms of extreme laſſitude to obſerve how 


much the was aſtoniſhed;. that her Lord 
ſhould keep ſuch late hours, Southby 
retaliated this charge with rather more 
| Juſtice than the Lady chooſed to own, and 


a ſharp altercation would, no doubt, have 
taken place, had not Larkins prevented 
it, by informing his maſter, that every 
thing was ready,——* Let us part in har- 

mony, however,” ſaid his Lordihip, tak- 
ing the hand of his Lady, “ we mad not, 
perhaps, meet again ſoon.“ 


« And 
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« And what of all that?” cried Lady 


Southby, yawning. 


Nothing!“ replied Southby, © ſince 
you, madam, to whom' I have ſacrificed 
ſo much, are ſo little intereſted about 
what ſo nearly concerns me,” 


\« N eee t fay that 3 ob- 
ferved the, repairing the ravages which 


the fatigues of the evening had made on 


the tincture of her cheeks, by the aid of 
a rouge box which ſhe generally carried 
in her pocket, for be thou aſſured, in 
che event of any accident, ſuch as the 
loſs of a leg, an arm, or ſuch a thing as 
that, I ſhould be ſo ſorry, —but the cir- 


cunſtance of your death, —L—d! I 


- ſhould 
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wife, and be careful of yourſelf for her 
lake. . 


his Lady's affection; he turned on his 
heel, and, with a weight on his ſpirits, and 
a ſeriouſneſs in his aſpect, very unuſual, 
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ſhould never get over it,—every thing 
would be ſo diſmal—nothing but ſables— 
horrid !—the very idea makes me heavy 
—-ſleepy—ſo pray, my dear creature be- 
gone—good-bye !—remember your poor 


« Humph !” faid Southby, to whom a 
tear of anxiety would have been rather 
more acceptable, than this oral diſplay of 


he quitted the houſe, whilſt her Ladyſhip 


never once imagining that her conduct or 


levity weighed beavy in the ſcale of his 
uneaſineſs, went quietly to bed, 


The 


„6 wwis wwe 


ther 


and 


The 
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The myrmidons of juſtice, though they 
had failed in their ſearch for Lord South- 
by, had unluckily found out not only 
the lodgings of Sir Samuel Belford, but 
that he himſelf was at home, and in com- 
pany with their employer Lord Wellford 
not on that account chooſing to diſturb 
him, they contented themſelves with tak- 
ing their ſtation at an oppoſite ale-houſe, 
and ſtill more unfortunately diſpatching 


a meſlenger to relax the vigilance of their 


comrades, who had gone to watch the 
place of rendezvous ;—1n conſequence of 
this, neither Lord Southby or his anta- 
goniſt met the ſmalleſt interruption on the 


journey. 


As Southby had come unattended, ex- 
cepting by his ſervant; the friend of Sir 
Timothy 
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Timothy declined all interference and 


management ; indeed, if he had acted 


contrary, it would have been to little pur- 
poſe, for when parties meet mutually de- 
termined on the ſame object, it requires 
but little argument or mediation to ſettle 
the point, —They took their ſtations, and 
Lord Southby receiving the ball of the 
baronet in his groin, fatally terminated 
the diſpute. Larkins ran to his aſſiſtanee 
wilſt the friend of Sir Timothy careleſsly 
enquiring if he was hurt, deliberately 
handed the baronet into the chaiſe that 
he now beckoned towards them, and with- 
out waiting for a reply drove off. 


“ Hurt!” repeated Southby, as he ſunk. 


on one knee: hurt I am, and that's the 
Engliſh on't, and yet that rat-catcher is 
| gone 


* 
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gone off without a ſcratch—help to ſtop 
this blood, Larkins; the wound on my 


conſcience, I think is not So deep as a 


well, nor so wide as a church door; but 


tis enough, — twill serve,—T am pepper'd, 
I warrant for this world ;—he has made 


worms meat of me. 


A ſurgeon, who lived in the vicinity, 
was, by the activity of the poſt-boy, ſoon 
brought to the ſpot, and under his care 
his Lordſhip was conducted, in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, to the reſidence of his fa- 


ther, that being not only much nearer 


than his own, but judged by his valet bet- 


ter adapted for convenience than home 


in the preſent ſituation of things, 
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In which these Memoirs tale a still more 


serious turn. 


— . — 


OrnkR medical aſſiſtance having been 
called in, the ball had in vain been 
ſearched for, and ſymptoms of an alarm- 
ing nature had followed the ineffectual 
operation ;—it was at this moment that 
| the Earl entered the apartment. 
Lord Southby, weakened and faint from 
loſs of blood as he was, had now again 
recovered the uſe of his reaſon and reflec- 


tion; 


tio 


ler 


uſl 


Ore 
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tion; the heat of wine, and the turbu- 
lence of his miſguided paſſions, no longer 


uſurped the (eat of his underſtanding,— 


he awoke to the exerciſe of ſerious thought, 
as from a long and heavy ſlumber, dur- 
ing which, the fancy had ſported with 
folly and deluſive images: he now looked 
back, without ſatisfaction, to a period ſo 
loſt; and he looked forward with awe to 


a change for which he was unprepared, 


and with- which he was totally unac- 
quainted, In this ſituation of thought, 
he ſaw his father hang over his bed, and 
felt the warm tear of paternal agony moiſ- 
ten his hand: the current of ſenſibility, 
hitherto checked by thoſe rude impedi- 


ments, formed by a want of proper cul- 


tivation, now ſeemed to flow in its na- 
k 2 tive 


196 THE MISTAKE» 


tive channel, even contrition for paſt er- 
rors, mingled with the ſorrow he felt for 


his raſhneſs ; and he preſt the hand of his 
father 1 in ſilence. 


The arrival of a gentleman who ſtood 


foremoſt in the rank of practitioners in 


ſurgery, ſuſpended for a moment the ſad 
anxiety of the Earl and of Edmund, and 
even flattered them with the hope that his 
Lordſhip would reap immediate benefit 
from ſuch additional {kill ; but this hope 
was fallacious and only ſerved to aggra- 
vatc the ſenſe of the aweful certainty that 
enſued, The ball had taken a direction 


which they neither could trace nor pal- 
late in its effect, 


cc Do 


r* 
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© Do not ſorrow for me,” ſaid he, al- 
ternately preſſing the hands of his father 
and brother, “ T have been wild, head- 
firong, and inconſiderate, and this misfor- 


tune 18 the conſequence of my own folly.” 


* O Southby!” exclaimed the agonized 
father, “ ſay, rather, the ſad effect of my 


want of attention; had I formed your 


mind on principles requiſite for the good 
government of your conduct, this had 


never happened,” 


« You are in poſſeſſion of a ſon trained 


up in ſuch principles!“ ſard Southby, 
joining the hands of Edmund and his 


father; “ long have I ſtool in the way 
of this reconciliation, but I am ſorry for 


* it; 
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it; and J think my brother is too gene- 
rous to brand my memory with my want 


of affection.“ 


Edmund ſealed his forgiveneſs with his 
tears, he tried to comfort and cheer 


him, and when the Earl was forced 
from the room, by the advice of the ſure 
geons, Edmund fat by his brother, and 
| tenderly awakened bim to a juſt ſenſe of 
his ſituation. 


© Your words are bali to my ſoul,” 


ſaid he, © and I am all refignation—do 
not weep Edmund,” 


« I would not if 


I could help it,” anſwered his brother; 


te but you know [ am compoſed of this 
fooliſh ſoftneſs.” 


 Southby graſped his 
hand 


flatt 
that 


int 
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hand ftill cloſer.— Edmund felt the pulſe 
flutter—it gew weaker—it ſtopt—the eye 
that intenſely gazed on him, loſt its ex- 
preſſion, and death teſtified its ſad viſita- 
tion, by every correſponding accompa- 
nyment. 


* Cloſe be the veil drawn over thy im- 
perfeQtions,” cried Edmund, with a heart- 
rendin g ſigh, © and may calumny, checked 
by this direfal expiation, leave thy vir- 
tues to flouriſh round thy tomb.” 


Quick indeed was the tranfition which 
the ſurviving brother thus experienced 
from the extremity of earthly joy, to the 
ſorrowful contemplation of the dead—he 
looked on the cold remains, and even 

K 4 Charlotte 
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Charlotte became abſorbed in the conflux 
of his grief; from this piteous employ- 


ment he was, however, rudely diverted 


by the entrance of Lady Southby; her 
Ladyſhip had heard the lamentable report 
of the duel, and without even ſtaying to 
be dreſſed, had hurried to the hotel; and 


in all the outward appearance of diſcon- 


ſolation, threw herſelf on the bed. Ed- 


mund tried to comfort her, by arguments 
which, on himſelf failed to operate, he 


taught her to become reconciled to this 


ftrroke of providence, whilſt he himſelf 
was miſerable, | 


I would have thought the leſs of it,” | 
exclaimed ſhe, with rather more calmneſs 
than Edmund expected, * had the world 

5 had 
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had leſs occaſion to ſpeculate ;—yet, what 


of all that ?—the world—and that is my 
conſolation, —ſhall find that I loved my 


Lord,—ey, and that I venerate his memo- 
y as the firſt great proof of which I 


will never—no never —ſpeak to that vile 


Sir Timothy more — no, were he to fall on 


his knees, and ſupplicate my forgiveneſs; 


the recollection of my loſs but I muſt 
not trifle here—our affairs are all at fixes 
and ſevens; and it will require no ſmall 
portion of ingenuity to adjuft matters as 
they ſhould be, conſidering the whole 


family muſt be put in mourning,” 


Let that expence be mine!” cried 


Edmund. © Granted !” ſaid ſhe, with 
a complacent nod of approbation, and 
1 declaring 
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declaring that ſhe was poſitively ſhocked 
beyond all poſſible conception, withdrew 
with the ſame rapidity ſhe had entered, 
adding to the declaration, as ſhe ſtept into 
he carriage, that the thing was perfectly 
terrible, and beyond what r ow 
dence could * 


| With the Earl of Wellford, poor Ed- 
mund had s till more ſerious taſk to per- 
form; the firſt tranſports of his grief 
being extreme, againſt the keen operation 
of which, reaſon or argument acted with- 
out effect; — endeavours to mitigate this 
extravagant grief, when dictated by the 
tendereſt filial ſincerity, had at laſt the 


wiſhed for effect, and his Lordſhip was 


reduced to more compoſure and ſubmiſ- 


(1 | ſton 
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fon to a blow ſo unexpected ;—as yet in- 
deed they had but an imperfect knowledge 
of the fad tranſaction; Lord Southby's 
ſituation having been judged too dange- 
rous to have this point preſſed on him. 
The arrival, however, of Mr. Milwood, 
who, as has been mentioned, had been 
preſont at the commencement of the quar=- 
rel, fully explained the miſtake they had 
lain under ; and the arrival alle of Cap- 
tain Fairfax, furniſhed all that was neceſ- 
fary to be known, During this laſt in- 
formation, Fairfax endeavoured to juſtify 
his own conduct, not only in regard to 
the immediate ſubject, but in ſome paſt 
occurrences, where it ſtood in a ſtill more 


ſuſpicious point of view; but the power 


of his ſophiſtical reaſoning was gone, and 
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the weight of his alleged innocence 
was as nothing in the ballance, when op- 
poſed to the ponderoſity of his apparcnt 
guilt, 


\ The Earl fternly told him, he had cho- 
ſen a very improper time to juſtify what, 
in fact, had never been laid in charge 
againſt him. —And Edmund changing the t 
languid ſoftneſs of his eye into a look of tit 
ſcorn and contempt, turned from him in | 
filence. Unable to combat ſymptoms of | 
indignation ſo ſtrongly manifeſting the. 
diſgrace into which he had ſo juſtly f allen, 

he was retiring indignant, when, in the 

hall, he was met by Sir Samuel Belford, 

—They both ſtarted, but the motive of 

their ſurpriſe y as very different. 


The 


Ce 


nt 
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The baronet had gone to bed full of the 
molt agrecable reflections, and ſleep hav- 


ing ſtole over his faculties, it was, very 


contrary to his uſual cuſtom, late in the 


day before he got up,—Charlotte, neareſt 


to his heart, had occupied even his ſlum- 


bers, and now claimed his whole atten- 


tion; as he found it impoſſible to come 


to any determined reſolution in regard to 


the beſt mode of diſcloſing their affinity, 


he went immediately to her apartments, 


leaving the iſſue to chance or any thing 


elſe that might occur. 


© What have you done with our dear 
Charlotte?“ demanded his couſin, as he 


entcred the parlour, 


& Yon 
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c You mean, what do I intend to do 
for her, madam,” ſaid he, crofling her 
queſtion, with a ſmile. —— But how ?— 
What the deuce is this?“ — Tou are 
alarmed !” | 


« thought ſome accident had hap- 


pened to you,” replied Mrs. Martin, & and 


to ſee you return unaccompanied by our 
ſweet friend ſurpriſes me.” 


*& And me too, on my ſoul !” exclaimed; 
Sir Samuel, making but two ſteps to the 
room, where Charlotte generally ſat—it 
was empty—a ſhade of pale apprehenſion 
o'crcaſt his countenance he dreaded 
ne knew not what, and he ſtood motion- 
leſs.— His couſin now really alarmed, re- 

| peated 
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peated her firſt enquiry, with evident 
emotion, adding, that ſurely no miſtake 
had happened. 


* You confound me! 


cried Sir Samuel, © there is an aweful 
anxiety expreſſed in your looks, my cou- 
ſin, which predicts unpropitiouſly, but 
let me have it. Where is Charlotte?“ 


« T have juſt, and with much more pro- 
priety, aſked that of you,” obſerved Mrs. 
Martin, you know ſhe is abroad, —ſhe 
went in conſequence of your letter,” 


w 
£1 


S 
« Of my letter?” cried he, with an 


aſtoniſhment unſeigned, * then muſt I 


have wrote to her in my ſleep. Alt is true, 
in ſuch moments of bodily inaclivity, my 
buſy fancy has oft ſound employ on ſo 


ſweet 


on | 
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ſweet a ſubject; —but to write in my 


ſleep, and to give validity to the act, by 
diſpatching the epiſtle goes beyond the 


common calculation of human ability.“ 


« Here is the letter!“ ſaid ſhe, pre- 
ſenting him with a paper. Sir Samuel 
took, or rather ſnatched it from the hand 


of his couſin, and read. 


& My deareſt Miſs Southby, 


« An accident of the moſt unpropl- 


tious complexion has happened, which 


prevents my being at Mrs. Martm's as 
foon as I could wifh, in order to commu- 
nicate fome intereſting particulars juſt 


come to my knowledge, relative to your- 


felf and your brother, the unhappy Ed- 


mund; 
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0 


mund; if you have any curioſity to learn, 
what I aſſure you to be of too much im- 
portance to be entruſted to writing, 
confer on yourſelf the ſatisfaction that 
awaits you, and on me the greateſt, and 
perhaps the laſt favor you can beſtow, by 
coming to me immediately. 'The bearer, 
a gentleman of honor and an old and in- 


timate aequait tance of mine, will conduct 


you in ſafety; and if my couſin accompa- | 


nies you it will be flill farther gratify- 
ng to, Joh 
Dear Madam, | 
Your's truly, 
8. BELPORD.“ 
I think I am awake!” obſerved the 
baronet, © yet how pleaſant would it be 
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ts find this a dream; nothing can bear a 
ſtronger reſemblanee to my hand writing, 
and yet nothing is more certain than that 
no perſon was | lefs concerned in the fa- 


brication of this epiſtle than myſelf; but 


it has anſwered its purpoſe. I need make 
no farther inquiry ; your face, my couſin, 
fpeaks a language, more cloquent than a 
| thouſand tongues ;—it tells me, without 
preface, that Charlotte, in conſequence of 
this d—n'd paper, truſted herſelf to the 
protection of this gentleman of honor and 
probity. T 


She did !” replied Mrs. Martin,“ I 
was not at home when it arrived, but if 
| I had, I could not have adviſed a con- 
trary conduct. The gentleman's own 


carriage, 


/ 
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carriage, I am told, ſtood at the door, 
and he painted your fituation to be of ſo 
dangerous a kind, that to have heſitated, 


would have been a wretched requital for. 


the manifold inſtances of your goodnets 
and partiality.“ 


The baronet begged for a glaſs of wine 
—the joy he had ſo lately promiſed him- 


ſelf fled, and his ſpirits underwent an un- 
uſual depreſſion.— Mrs. Martin felt the 
ſhock now equally acute, for although, 
in the firſt inſtance, not a ſingle doubt 
had ariſen againſt the propriety of the ſtep 
Eharlotte had taken, a thouſand circum- 
ſtances now crowded on her memory, 
pointing out its raſhneſs, and the miſ- 
chief that might enſue ; —ſtill, however, 
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ſhe entertained a mingled hope, that the 


whole was a frolick, ſuited to the humour 


of ſome acquaintance, or in the worſt that 


the virtue and prudence of the lady would 


ſurmount every attempt to deſtroy her 


peace, were any thing ſerious intended. 


Sir Samuel, however, from a better ac- 
quaintance with the ways of minkind, 
perceived nothing conſolatory in ſuch 
| hopes; well judging that thoſe who had 
taken ſuch pains to get the lady in their 
power, had little of the ſportive humour 
in the intention, nor would eaſily forego 
ſo manifeſt an advantage. His ſuſpicions, 


in the firſt arrangement of his ideas, fell 


on Lord Southby, but a little conſidera- 


tion altered his opinion. Poor Southby 
acted with too little circumſpection to 


have 
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have formed a deliberate plan, or a plan 
in which ſo much art and ſineſſe ſeemed 
diſplayed. Captain Fairſax, with every 
requiſite feature of intrigue, had none of 
ſuch contrary objections ; on him, there- 
fore, he fixed, and without waiting for 


the iſſue of Miſs Southby's excurſion, 


he reſolved immediately to acquaint Earl 


Wellford and Edmund with the circum- 
ſtance; in conſequence of this reſolve, 
it was that the meeting took place be- 
tween him and the Captain. 
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CHAP. XII. 


T he Sun oft darts its most Splendid rays 


on the moment of its setting. 


— 


N Tun leaſt expected, yet the man 
of all others, I wiſhed moſt to ſee;"” ſaid 


Sir Samuel Belford, 


« And yet,” obſerved Fairfax, © the 


man of all others, the features of whoſe 


countenance, on a late occaſion, ſo ſhock- 


ed the extreme delicacy of your ocular 
ſenſe,” 


© Thoſe 
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<© Thoſe features, 1 am ſorry to ſay, are 
not improved by the lapſe of time, ſince 
we laſt met,” quickly cried the baronet, 
* nor are they a leſs deſcerning index of a 
diſimproving heart, Do me the honor, 
fir, to look on this letter—nay, never 
draw back—this writing carries a clear 
meaning, and requires only to be ſu- 
perficially viewed, to attain its entire 
motive,” | 


This was no other than the letter deli- 
vered him by his couſin; and ſo much 
convinced was hc, that the Captain was 
either the author of the forgery, or, at 
leaſt, a principal concerned, that he thus 
heedleſdly ventured to confront him with- 
out conſidering how little able he was to 

ſubſtantiate 
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ſubſtantiate the charge, or even to vindi- 
cate his own character in caſe of a retort, 
in which the probability would ſo evidently 
make ſo much againſt him, 


& I have looked at the letter,” replied 


the officer, with a wonderful compoſure, 


yet I confeſs myſelf totally unable to 


conjecture the motive that has procured 
me the honor of ſuch a rare piece of con- 
ſidence do you, Sir Samuel,” added 
he, with a farcaſtic accent, ee always ſub- 
mit your love dictated compoſitions to the 


criticiſm of your friends ?—if you do, 


from me at leaſt expect candour. In faith, | 


even in a literary ſenſe, this is but a 
wretched ſpecimen ; but when I conſider 
that the intention is, or has been, to alarm 
| the 
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the anxiety and fear of a poor credulous 
wretch, already ruined by your artifices. 
I could beſtow on it a more juſt and a 
harſher epithet ;—nay, never bluſh, none 
there be who doubt the virtues of the re- 
doubtable knight, Sir Samuel Belford ; 
nor when he is even detected in the vile 
endeavour to ſow the ſeeds of confaſion, 
in a family already plunged in domeſtic 
calamity, muſt 1t be inferred that his in- 


tentions are not pure and upright,” 
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Sir Samuel ſtood aſtoniſhed ;—there 
was fomething ſo like integrity in his op- 
ponent's manner, that he knew not what 
to make of it :—the mention of a cala- 
mity ſo recent in the family, ſeemed cor- 
roborated by the looks of thoſe around 
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them, and the whole weakened his reſo- 
lation, and the Captain taking immediate 
advantage, paſſed him with a look of ri- 
dicule which, at leaſt, teſtified his ſupe- 
riority in preſence of mind and manage- 
ment of the paſſions; the ſervant of Ed- 


mund, now Lord Southby, being in the 


hall on the entrance of Sir Samuel, car- 


_ ried the tidings to his maſter, who now 


more than ever anxious to ſee him, flew 
to receive him; he ſaw in his counte- 


nance no longer the cheerful teſtimotiy of 
internal ſatisfaction ;—an evident expreſ- 


ſion of irritation and melancholy met his 


eye, and added a throw of anguiſh to his 
own ſorrow. Sir Samuel, in like manner, 


read the ſad alteration that a few hours 


had produced on the ſpirits of his friend; 


and 
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Md a mutual unyillingneſs to communi- 
cate the tale each had to unfold pervaded 
them, this backwardneſs could not long, 
however, conceal the truth. Edmund 


heard of Charlotte's diſappearance with a 
ſeeming compoſure ; he ſat with his eyes 


fixed on the ground, ſcarcely a ſigh eſ- 


caped him, the recollection of what he 


had ſo lately ſuffered, by giving way to 
mental depreſſion, acted againſt this new 
diſappointment, and determined him to 
bear up againſt a blow which fate itſelf 


had, to every appearance, decreed. Not 
ſuch was the determination of the Ba- 
ronet, his ſenſe of the injury done them 
was not only ſevere, but of the moſt out- 


rageous and active kind, and his endea- 
vours to find out his ſiſter were, in con- 
=" *&Y ſequence 
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ſequence, attended with the moſt fatigu- 


ing exertions, and the moſt extravagant 
expence; at the ſame time that bis atten- 
tion divided in favor of his friend, and 
the adjuſtment of his family(affairs, Ed- 
mund, in deſpite of his reſolution, being 
too agitated to take any adive ſhare in 
matters, which the grief of bis father 
now rendered doubly neceflary, 


Gente weeks paſſed, and ſtill no  tidings 
of Charlotte.—Captain Fairfax continucd 
_ -openly in town, and ſet ſuſpicion at de- 


fiance, —indeed, the whole of his preſent 


conduct, materially weakened this ſuſpi- 
cion, even in the baronet himſe'f, and as 
to the higher circles, who had taken upon 


them to diſcuſs the Point with that im- 


partialit y 
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partiality which great circles uſually do, 
the thing was a mere hoax, in conſe- 
quence of which, Edinund was difpatched 
to Coventry, and the baronet not only ac 
cuſed as the author of the pretended 
elopement, but ſaddled with a number of 
etceteras, which probability ſanctioned, and 
Y e ener pointed out. 


Edmund paid but little regard to ſuch 


ilnberal cenſure, his internal ſenſations 


were too acute to admit ſuch frivolous 
items to diſquiet, and his ſenſe of the ba- 
ronet's integrity being too ſtrongly ſecur- 
ed to be ſhaken by ſurmiſes ;—his time 
was principally devoted to his father, who, 
in conſequence, gradually recoyered his 
ſpirits, and conferred, in return, all the 

L 3 — fondneſs 


— 4 
— 


2 * 
« — * > 
— = 2 * *> 
” — < - . _— XI 
© i 4 7 * 5 N 2 x — Me 5 


1 


. 
3 —: RES 3 - 
r — * 4 Ln 
9” + SE SSD 302-6 


"4-3 2 of 


1 8 x 4 10 A Vx of * 
297 THE MISTAKE, 


: Fndaeſ he had fo lately Ehtertainied for 


bis geceaſed biother, He” was, as ſoon 
as the funeral ceremony of poor Southby 
was over, introduced as heir to the Eat? 
to all thoſe of bigh rank, who now. again 
claimed his acquaintance. Their con - 


| gratulations had, however, but little ef- 


fect on the mind of Edmund; no preſent 


acquiſition, or future proſpect of gran- 


deur and rank, could make him happy. 


| Charlotte was the chief object of his 


thoughts, without her, honor, and the 
flattery of courts, were but ſplendid mi- 
ſery—without her, every thing had loft 
the charm of attraction, and ſhe was 
gone—gone—perhaps ſubjected to the 


brutal reſtraint of a man ſhe hated ; or 


ſunk. under ſome deſperate act to five 
her from ruin and diſgrace, 


The 
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'The Earl of Wellford, had now re- 
turned to Wellford-houſe, and had re- 
ſumed his wonted ſtyle of living, but the 


noiſe and ceremony of greatneſs only 
tired and fatigued his ſon, he ſeized every 
moment of- ſolitude to enjoy the ſadneſs 
of his own thoughts, and oft would he 
ſteal forth unperceived to meditate on his 
fate, aided by the givom of ſome unfre- 
quented walk: —it was in one of theſe 
ſolitary rambles, that chance brought him 
near to a ſmall houſe, that ſtood in a yery 
obſcure ſpot in the fields,” imm ediately 
behind the new buildings in Portman- 
ſquare ;—the day was faſt cloſing, and a 
correſpondin g ſtillneſs reigned—ſuddenly 
he was alarmed by a fhriek, which, amidſt 


the folemn calm, * more forcibly to 


* 4 | his 
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his car Edmund ſtopt the ſhriek was 
repeated, followed by notes of extreme : 
terror and diſtrefs, a garden wall ſeparated 
bim from the houſe, the gate of which 
was locked. Edmund heſitated | not at 
fuch an impediment, but vaulting over it, | 
ran to the door from whence a cry ſo ter- 
rific ifſued, and providentially found it 
only a-jar ;—he entered, and guided by 
the ſound, reached the door of a back 
apartment, which, with one exertion of . 
his foot, he forced open; and ſaw a lady 
fGnking under the ſavage force of a fero- 
cious raviſher. Edmund ſeized the vil- 
lain by the throat, and levelling a blow 
at his hcad, firetched him ſenſeleſs on 
the floor, He turned to raiſe the object 
thus releaſcd, but what emotion over- 


whelmed 


9 
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whelmed his ſoul, when he ſaw— when he 


* 


beld in his arms Charlotte the beloved 
of his heart, the object of all his anxiety, 
and the ſource of all his inquietudes, and 
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at the ſame time was convinced that the 
author of an outrage, ſo cruel and unman- 
ly, was a man fo lately linked to him in 
habits of friendſhip, which even, till this 

very moment, it bad been his ardent with” 

might have been renovated, by. a ſatis- . 
factory explanation. ata ge 
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244 'F 


Ne last exertion of the guilty, are $ome- 
times vuccèsgſul, but generally the we 
5 Be wh destruction. 


I, 81 ii 1 \/ 18 | 


-Hexpress as was his uſual Caf 
© of the conſequence, Lord Southby had 
"Freely diſcloſed the reſidence of Charlotte 

to Captain Fairfax; the difficulties hitherto 
8 "row in the way had only increaſed the 

latter geutleman- s deſire, and the ſtorm 
that he ſaw faſt" gathering o'er his head, 


rechireck prompt and deciſive meaſures 


459 bs. 


* 1 — 


ends; 


bo mitigate its N00 and accompliſh- his 
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ends; nor was this diſcovery to be loſt 
becauſe what is commonly underſtood by 


the term prudence, ſtood in the way to 


the full accompliſhment of his wiſh ; the 
fruitfulneſs of his invention was equal to 
a taſk requiring in itſelf ſo much energy 


and diſpatch, and a friend, whoſe notions 
of religion and whoſe reſpect for the te- 


nets of morality, were ſynonymous with 


his own, and who had experienced | af. 


fiſtance from him, on oecaſions of a ſi- 


milar deſcription, readily proffered his 


ſervice on this cafe of emergeney; — their 


ſeryants too, equally devoted to their maſ- 


ters and to miſchief, were far from back- 
ward in a ſcheme promiſing to themſelves 
ſometbing like advantage,—the adop- 
tion and the execution of the diabolical 


31 I. | 6 plan 
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plan became, therefore, matters of equal 


celerity, and in the firſt inſtance attended 
with complete ſucceſs. The letter that 
impoſed on the unſuſpecting Charlotte 
was forged, ſuitable diſguiſes provided, 
and the young lady conveyed to a houſe, 
kept by the wife of one of the valets; be- 
fore ſhe had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the de- 


ception, and not even then, for the 


_ ſtrength of a mixture had ſtupified the 


ſenſes, and lulled her faculties at laſt into 
a ſtate of abſolute inſenſibility ; in this 
ſtate, ſhe was conveyed in a chair, carried 
by the two valets, to the houſe where 
Edmund diſcovered her, which the wiſe 
of one of them above mentioned, had 
that very day taken for the purpoſe, and 
whoſe notions of virtue fitly qualified 
ber for ſuch an undertaking, 

In 
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In theſe tranſactions Fairfax took no 
perſonal ſhare, nor did he appear before 
Charlotte till her ſpirits had become leſs 
agitated.— He then threw himſelf on his 


knees beſore her, freely confeſſed the ſtta- 


tagem made uſe of to get her thus in his 
power, but with a wonderful appearance 
of ſincerity, imputed the whole to the 
moſt honourable intention imaginablo to 
the effects of a pure and virtuous paſſion, 
which had long engrofled his thoughts, 
and now that the infidelity of his wife 


had given him the freedom he had long 


panted after, he now declared, without re- 


ſerve, truſting that her notions of pro- 


priety would excuſe the intemperance of 


a paſſion that had thus led him to ſnatch 
her from a ſituation, which the world 


looked 
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lookod 6n with contempt, from the pro- 
tection of a profeſt libertine, to the full 
Enjoyment of all that is counted honour- 
able, — all that can be counted really hap- 
py—a ſlate of married ſelicity. This har- 
rangue, ſeaſoned with all correſponding 
ſubtilty of voice and geſture, though it 
convinced not, yet carried with it a plau- 
- bility, which ſerved, in ſome meuſureꝶ to 
allay the horror ſhe at firſt entertained on 
- his appearance, and enabled her to aſſume 
a tone of firmneſs, in which ſhe expoſtu- 
- lated with him on ſuch a flagrant breach 
of ſociety, and intreated, as the firſt proof 
of the attachment he had avowed, to 
grant her full liberty to depart, and truſt 
the reſt to her configeration. 
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The Captain was too well informed in 
the rules of intrigue, to truſt to a pro- 
miſe, in which the alarmed Charlotte 
could not command ſufficient hypocriſy 
to give it the moſt trifling validity; he 
conſented indeed to leave her for the pre- 
ſemt, put candidly declared that her libe- 
ration ſrom her confinement depended 
entirely on her acquieſcence with the pro- 
poſal he had made; every thing, he added, 
in mean time, being ordered for her con- 
venience, and that ſhe might command 
what ſhe pleaſed, except her liberty; this 
laſt exception annulled every idea of gra- 
- tifieation in the breaſt of Charlotte, yet 
ber native pride and opinion of her own 
conſequence; preſerved, her. ſpirits ſrom 
ſinking under the dread of the villainy 
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that ſurrounded ; the apartment i in which 
ſhe was confined, looked into a deſerted 
brick- field, in which no object appeared 
to kindle à ray of hope - the window was 
nailed down, and the door of her ceham- 


bet never opened with a leſs caution than 


attends the movement of the gate of * 
ſtate priſon, and to complete the extre- 
mity of her diſtreſs, the wretch who acted” 
as her goaler proved equally obdurate to 
her ſufferings, to her threats, and to her 
promiſes - but true to the taſk ſhe had un- 
dertaken, the miſery of her unhappy pri- 


ſoner was light in the ſcale of her conſi- 


deration. Little was to be expected from 


her notion of honor, leſs from her ſym-_ 


* 


2 798 Fairfax 
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Fairfax vitied her but ſeldom, and in 
ſuch viſits took ſpecial care to avoid ob- 
ſeryation,— his behaviour, for ſome time, 
was reſp: Elfu] and ceremonious, but find- 
ing that neither the bandſomeneſs of bis 
perſon, or ſervency of his proteſtations, had 
made or even held out the ſlighteſt, hope 
of making the fainteſt impreſſion; in bis 
favour, he determined to throw aſide the 
maſk, and ſecure what he termed his 
happineſs by force, truſting to the dire 
neceſſity ſhe would then be reduced to 
ſor the procuration of his pardon, 


RH TIES 1 118 * 7 19 
It was in conſequence of this vile de- * 
11 
termination, that Charlotte was forced on bf 
f "BN 
that dreadful trial, from the conſequence Wt 


of which, the interference of Edmund 


reſcued 
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reſcued her, at a moment when nothing 
within the ſeope of human poſſibility, 
appeared to prevent her deſtruction, 


„ My brother!“ exclaimed ſhe, in a 
tranſport of extacy and ſurpriſe, and ro- 


turning with a modeſt fervour, well war- 


ranted by the circumſtanee, his warm 
preſſure... 


e Call me no longer brother ” ſaid 
Edmund, ſoftly.—“ O, my Charlotte! 1 
have a ſeerct to unfold—but firſt let your 

ſafety be my care—fly with me,” : 

Fairfax had been but ſtunned by the 
blow, and foon recovered ſufficiently to 
ſue his ſatua tion he flarted to his feet, 
0 and 
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and in order to impede their flight, pro- 
duced a piſtol ; he preſented it, but in 
doing it his eye met the ſevere frown of 
Edmund.—A pang of conſcious guilt 
enerved his arm, and the inftrument fell 
from his hand, 


Whatever Edmund thought of his own 
ſafety, the ſafety of Charlotte was ſo near 
to him that an opportunity ſo unexpectedly 
favourable could not eſcape him,—he 


ſnatched up the piſtol, and in turn taking, 


aim at the head of its proprietor, com- 
manded him, in a firm and determined 


tonc, to make way. 


The Captain had, previous to his at- 
tempt, and with the view that no particls 
. of 
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of human ben might interfere, dif- 
patched his female adherent on a meſſage 
to a conſiderable diſtance; ; he ſtood now, 
therefore, without the ſhadow of aid, at 
the mercy of a man, of all others, whom 
he had moſt reaſon to dread, and whoſg 
ſpirit he well knew was equal to the taſk 
of revenging the injuries he had ſ uſtained. 
The courage, that had hitherto enabled 
bim to outface the reſentment of thoſe 
whom his nefarious practices had rendered 
enemics, now forſook him, a fearful ſhi- 
vering ſeized every limb. 
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a voice of irony and contempt, “ once 0 
cloſely linked in friendſhip, and by me 
ſo much eſteemed for bis manlineſs and 


tri 


& Ts this Fairfax * cried Edmund, in 


3 


ſtrict honour, —Durſ you, wretch as you 


are, attempt the virtue of this divine crea- 


ture, and art afraid to die ?—bow fallen 
—how mean and deſpicable—to hurt you 
| would be to read on a worm, in the Wale 
tonneſs of reſentment—on an inſe every 
way beneath my revenge; above all, the 
remembrance of what I once thought 
you, be thy protection, ive, therefore, 
and life to a wretch, involved in the vor- 


tex of his own crimes, will be puniſhment 
tufficicnt,” 


Edmund led Charlotte, faint and trem- 


bling, out of the Louſe, without the ſmal- 
leſt interruption being offered; and on 


the outſide of the gate was equally ſur- 


—priſed and pleaſed, by the appearance of 


his 
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his ſervant Joſeph; during the late me- 


lancholy rambles of his maſter, this faith- 


Ful fellow conſtantly watched his ſteps, 
over ready in caſe of emergency to render 


his aid and aſſiſtance. In the preſent 


moment his preſence was highly ſervice- 


able, being ſufficiently armed to keep the 


enemy in check, whilſt his maſter con- 
ducted the lady to an ale-houſe in the vi- 
cinity, into the parlour of which having 


ſafely gained admittance, Joſeph was diſ- 


patched for a coach. Edmund ſecured 
the door, and throwing himſelf on his 
knees; breathed the tendereſt words of 
conſolation to the ear of Charlotte. 


How ſudden and agrecable was ſuch 
2 change to this lovely girl, ſnatched from 


horror, 
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horror, a thouſand times more excruci- 
ating than the abſolute certainty of im- 
mediate death, to the cxtatic tranſport of 
beholding at her feet the deareſt object 
of her regard, apparently bleſſed with re- 
novated health, and gazing on her with 
all the ardour of pure and undiminiſhed 
affection. The myſterious words, © call 
me no longer brother!“ ſtill hung on her 
car, and dilated the moſt exquiſite fibres 
of the heart. They had been uttered in 
an accent of inexpreſſible ſoftneſs, and 
implied a ſomething beyond the common 
acceptation of their meaning. He now 


preſt her hand to his lips, without her 


6% For- 


bear, brother!“ ſhe gently ſaid; her pru- 


having power to withdraw it. 


dence came again to her aid, and ſhe 
would 


240 
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would have diſengaged herſelf from bis 
graſp —— Call me no longer brother, 


my Charlotte!” repeated Edmund, in an 


| Impathetic tone, © ſtrange and unexpected 


diſcoverics have been made, fince I was 
laſt bleſt with your company no longer 
muſt we diſtinguiſh one another by ſack 
terms of affinity as brother and fiſter, 
but by thoſe of a till nearer denomina- 
tion—yes, my adored girl, by this pledge 
of future felicity—this chaſte embrace 

which, to my long ſufferings, gives me 
| ſome juſt pretention, I ſwear, that your 
conſent to call me by the tendereſt of all 
human appellations, can alone reſtore 
me to health, and bleſs me with complete 
happineſs; the ſtrongeſt proofs certify 


that we are not allied by ties of blood 


25 heſitate 
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hefitate not then to declare your deter- 
mination,—Beyond every earthly conſide- 


ration goes this point with your Edmund; | 


and till you have ſealed his doom, his ſuſ- 
penſe is intolerable.” __ 


c What would Edmund have me de! 


clare?” demanded Charlotte, in a voice 
ſcarcely audible, and with the roſes of her 
poliſhed cheeks acquirin 8 double reſplen- 
dency. 


+ Say,” cried he, eagerly, © ſay, you 
conſent to be mine for ever!” 


— 


— 


« Can you doubt it,” replied ſhe, burſt- 


ing into tears, whilſt ſhe gently patted his 


cheek with the moſt viſible emotion. 
vn r., M Edmund 
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Edmund caiight her in his arms, —the 
Vorld, and all its ſorrows and inquietudes 
fled from his recollection, and a wild and 
rapturous joy overwhelmed every faculty. 


Charlotte at laſt modeſtly diſengaged 
herſelf. her manner ſtruck the youth with 
a ſenſe of propriety, and dropping again 
on his knee, exterminated his fault in 
vows of laſting ſincerity and love. 

Joſeph had now brought a coach to the 
door, in which the happy Edmund con- 
ducted the no leſs happy Charlotte to her 
place of reſidence at Mrs, Martin's, hav- 
ing, during the ſhort journey, ſuccinctly 
related the occurrences lately come to his 


knowledge 


knowledge concerning her, of which, till 


the harraſſed ſpirits of the lady, rendered 
quiet and reſt abſolutely neceſſary, this, 
on the kind ſuggeſtion of Mrs. Martin, 
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this moment, ſhe was altogether a ſtran- 


ger. 


The agitation the whole occaſioned on 
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Edmund ſaw and readily acquieſced in, 
and reluctantly withdrawing, went directly 
in ſearch of Sir Samuel Belford, without 
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MR, 


whoſe participation his own happineſs 
was incomplete, > N 
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CHAP, XLII. 


In which the History is concluded. 
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TIE Baronet received the news of his 
ſiſter's diſcovery aud reſtoration to her li- 
berty with the moſt extravagant ſymptoms 
of gladneſs, and could ſcarcely be re- 
| ſtrained: from flying immediately to her 
_ Preſence, and confirming their affinity, by 
ſome additional teſtimonials to which 
even Edmund was as yet a ſtranger for 
it now appeared that Sir Samuel had not 
only been indefatigable in his ſeareh for 
bis ſiſter, but had at the ſame time taken 


5 01. FL * 
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| DM FF 139 
much pains to ſubſtantiate the fact of their 
relationſhip. For which laſt purpoſe, the 
nurſe that had ſo careleſsly loſt her, toge- 


ther with the wretches who had ſtole the 


child, were brought to town; their ſeveral 
ſtories, when compared. with one another, 
tallied exactly in every neceſſary circum» 


Rance, and when joined to the evidence | 


of the daughter of the old couple, as well 


as by that of the woman who had ſo wans | 


tonly beſtowed the infant on Lord Well- 
ford, and who, in conſequence of an ad- 


vertiſement, appeared, and corroborated 
by the concurring teſtimony of Earl Weil- 


ford himſelf, as well as the, marks and 
parts of dreſs preſerved by the deceated 
Counteſs. The whole forined ſo convinc- 


ing a concluſion, thatieyen the molt in- 


M 3 credulous 
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! . important a fact, would, by the will of the 
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to bis youthful friend, 
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ſiſter until next morning, but it required 


HG 
- * 5 
rg os; 


EY = a . 
ma em. 


more than common perſuaſion to prevent 
his exacting immediate vengeance on the 


Were 
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eredulous eould not gainſay or diſpute.” 
—The certainty that thus eſtabliſhing ſo | 


| father, materially interfere with the per- 
ſonal intereſt of Sir Samuel, never, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, having checked the lau- 
dable purſuit, was a proof, amongſt innu- 
merable others, of the goodneſs of his 
heart, and endeared him more > and more . 


The ſame prudential reaſons that influ- | 
enced Edmund, ſoon occuring to the Ba- 
ronet, he agreed to poſtpone his viſit to his 


head of Fairfax, whoſe repeated offences 
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were ſo flagrant and enormous, that no 
excuſe could palliate, nor even contempt 
conſign to oblivion. The day of reckon- 
ing. was, however, at laſt agreed to be put 
off till a more diſtant period, and the two 
friends repaired to Wellford Houſe. The 
Earl heard the glad tidings with a ſatiſ- 
fact ion that diverged a plenſant ray of 
light through the dark cloud of ſorrow 
that envelloped him; the recent viciſſitudes : 
of fortune had given a ſteadineſs to his 
thoughts at once befitting his rank in ſo- 
ciety and his ſtation as a parent, and the 
warm recollection of his deceaſed ton, of. 
his errors, and of his improprieties, gave 
him a diſtaſte for faſhionable amuſements, 
and. mellowed his feelings for the enjoy- 
ment of domeſtic tranquillity, yx. 

pope wan 8 


% 
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The ſpirits of the Baronet were in the 


higheſt Rate of exhiliration; the Earl, as 
has been ſaid; felt unuſual ſenſations of 
gratification, and Edmund's imagination 
catching at the images of bliſs that the 
faireſt probability ſpread before it, empreg- 


nated every faculty with the extremeſt 
delight—all now ſeemed ſmoo +, Un d ver eh 


3 


not an intervening ſpeck to dim the azure 
of the ſurrounding hemiſphere.” Sir Sa- 
muel had obtained permiſſion of the Earl 
to- manifeſt his happineſs in the hoſpitable 
endeavour to confer happineſs on others, 
and the whole houſe was rendered a ſcene 


of merriment and cheerſulneſs. 


% How tranſitory are our viſions of fe- 
licity,” ſaid Sir Samuel, with a ſigh, as he 


read 


ä 
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read a letter juſt delivered to him, —EKd- 
mund, who watched his looks as he pe- 
ruſed the paper, was filled with alarm and 


apprehenſion; he dreaded to enquire the 


cauſe of his friend's agitation, and ſat ſilent 


in the moſt painful ſuſpenſe. The Baro- 


net, who could neither conceal his own 
emotion, nor avoid perceiving its effect on 
Edmund, preſented him with the letter as 
the ſaſeſt means of explanation, It came 
from Mrs. Martin, the ſortitude of poor 
Charlotte, that had ſupported her ſpirits 


in moments of peril and ſorrow, was not 
proof againſt the ſudden influx of good 
fortune, and now aidgd the enervating 


conſequences of her ſevere confinement, 


produced a. fever, —A., gentleman, of the 
facult Cl wle inſtantly. attended, expreſſed 


M 5 a doubt 
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a doubt of her recovery, and Mrs. Martin A 


in the violence of her fears, had diſpatched 
the ſad account to her couſin, 


E.-- 
. v 2 5 
nn. 


 Impelled by a | ſympathetic impulſe, Sir 


Samuel and Edmund inftantly quitted 
Wellford Houſe, they ran, or rather flew 
to Mrs, Martin's, and too ſoon found her 


account far from being exaggerated. The 
Baronet ſeated himſelf by the bed of Char- 


lotie, amidſt the tendereſt enquiries con- 


cerning her illneſs ; whilſt Edmund, throw- 
ing himſelf on bis knees, ſeized the hand 
of the fair ſufferer, and imprinted on it a 
Liſs of ec agony. K 


1 ſhall be better ſoon,” ſaid Charlotte, 
with a voice aint and exhauſted, © hea- 


yy 


ven 
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ven! 1 truſt, will enable me to live to ex- 
preſs my. gratitude | for all your kindneſs." a 


Edmund felt 8 at theſe flattering 
expreſſions, but Sir Samuel read in the 
faded com plexion, and the loſt luſtre of the 
eye, the ſad prognoftic of what enſued. 


The fever approached its criſis with'a 
rapidity that baffled the efforts of human 
hall, and on the third day from its com 
mencement, whilſt every eye was moiſtened 
vith ſorrow, and whilſt the miſerable Ed- 
mund ſat motionleſs with anguiſh and 
apprehenſion, Charlotte gently preſt his 
hand, and with an accompanying look, 
which unſtrung every nerve, heayed a 
tremulous ſigh, and ſunk lifeleſs on her 


pillow, 
M 6 | Edmund 
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Edmund ſaw the hopes he had ſo lately 
cheriſhed with all the extacy of which hu- 
man nature is capable gone, — and in one 
fatal moment the proſpect of worldly bap- 
pineſs blaſted, —# Who will tell me to be 
compoſed now?” exclaimed he, turning 
| round with an aſpect of the moſt, pitiable 
agony, © when thus all that was to me dear 
is fled, —all that tied me to. life is torn 
” from me. 0 Charlotte] loyely even in 
death, Why haſt thou leſt us? leſt me—thy 
Edmund to miſery inexpreſſible but 
I will not be thus cruelly deſerted, 5 * cried 


- 1:4; daſhing himſelf on the floor, ce no, I 


will follow you z the: ſeeble thread that 
© now links me to mortality, ſome. pitying 
angel will eut aſunder, and our liberated 
n will er, ſeek thoſe regions, 

| yhere 
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v where miſery and affliction cannot diſturb 
wwe b of immortal „ n 
| dpi friends raiſed him from the ground, 
and world have forced him from the apart- 
© tient, but, with a ſtrength augmented by 
l the defperation of his thoughts, he daſhed 
hai from him, and wildly throwing. him- 
ſelf on the bed, preſt the lips, and alter- 


nately gazed om the pale and faded coun- 


tenance of his adored girl. (Jet art thou 
warm,“ cried he, “and fond imagination 
would flatter me that thy breath filly ex- 


hales its wonted odoriferous ſweets.— 
gels of life 1” uttered: be, ſlarting in rap- 
ture from the bod, & it is it muſt be ſo 


ſhe lives!“ Sir Samuel Belford ſtarting 
alſo, timouſly received him in his arjns as 
he ſunk backward, 


The 
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The phyſician, who had not yet left the 
apartment, alarmed by the-laſt exclama- 
tion of Edmund, again advanced to the 


bed, and on examination finding indeed a 
returning warmth pervade the body, and 
a faint tremulous motion agitate the heart, 
gave evident ſymiptoms of ſatisfaction ; and 
havin g immediate recourſe to ſuch. means 
as his ſkill ſuggeſted, the embers. of life 
| were again rekindled—the pulſe again vi- 
brated—and the fair ſufferer once more 
opened her eyes to the A Ret PF 
of thoſe around. 
\ Widfally le looking on the beholders, ſnie 
faintly pronounced the name of Edmund, 
—and after a pauſe, added, “ I thought he 
had been -preſent—but it was but a dream 
Etthough 


— 
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though his voice ſeemed never more 
diſtinct, then when he ſaid, Charlotte, 
J am thine for ever!! 


% Nor was heart ever more ſincere 
than that which dictated the expreſſion;“ 
cried the enraptured Edmund, again 
ſpringing from the arms of his friend, and 
throwing himſelf on his knees by the ſide. 

The phyſician, who beſt knew how 
dangerous the prolongation of ſo delicate 

a ſcene would prove to the exhauſted 

ſpirits of his patient, gave the neceſſary 

hint to Sir Samuel Belford, who: himſelf 
fully ſenſible of the danger took Edmund 
in his arms and carried him, without the 

ſmalleſt 
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incurring the danger of a relapſe. By 
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ſmalleſt reſiſtance, into wendhoining N 
ment, where giving. a looſe to the exeeſs 


of his own joy—ſbon moderated the ruf-. 
fled ſpirits of his friend. 


7 Te ee 0 wode preſetibed by 4 
the phyſician; being now ſtrictly ad- at 
hered to, Charlotte recovered, faſter than - Ti 
even. his own moſt ſanguine expectation, t 
and in a few days was able to make glad | | 
her friends that fo loved and reſpected 


ber, by admitting their viſits without 


this proyidential recovery, the happineſs 


of Edmund became as permanent as the 
limits of human nature could admit—the 


ſhock be. had. received by its ſeverity 
. to have eradicated with itſelf e- 


. | 


fo. 
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ee of mental and Boat ailment, 


and, whilſt returning health again ex pand- 


ed the bloom of youth over his counte- 


nance, his ſpirits aſſumed a tone, and even 


a Volatility which ſeattered cheerfulneſs 
around; | und materially contributed to the 


reſtoration of Charlotte, who, imitating 


the example of the object of her heart, 
became not only internal y bleſt, but teſti- 
fied this bliſs by every outward teſtimony. 
To ſay that the Baronet felt no ſenſa- 
tions of delight, on this auſpicious turn, 


would be doing infinite injuſtice to his“ 


character he was, in fact, as it is termed, 
nearly beside hamself with joy—and' ſet 
about the neceſſary preparations for the 
yg nuptials with an alacrity and 
good 
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good humour, which could only pro- 
ceed from the gratification he felt on 
the occaſion; in theſe exertions he was 
cordially joined by Earl Wellford, by 
which means all the neceſſary prelimina- 
ries were ſoon adjuſted, and the ceremony 
of the immutable union was now only de- 
layed in conformity with that ſyſtem of 
decency, which the rules of cuſtom has 


appropriated to the memory of fo near a b 


relative as was the wa Lord nn. 


Meantime the has parties, bleft now 


with all that could make the mind 


tranquil—admired and carreſſed by all 
who knew them, in the poſſeſſion of af. 
fluence, and in the probable proſpect of 
elevated rank and diſtinction, ſtill invari- 


ably 
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ably retained their humble notions of pro- 
priety in all their primitive purity—and in 
conſequence acts of humanity and bene- 
volence were not reſtricted by ſentiments 
of pride or ſelf importance. Much as 
they had been injured and inſulted by 
Major Fairfax, they could not reſtrain 
the tear of pity and commiſeration for his 
now miſerable wife, —equally forſaken by _ 
her huſband and deſpiſed by the world as 
the abettor of his irregularities, and ſunk 
to that conſequent ſtate of wretchedneſs 
from which pecuniary aid, however liberal, 
could nat raiſe her,—As to the huſband 
himſelf—terrified at the thought of the pu- 
niſhment that awaited the detection of his 
crimes, he fled from town—but he carried 
with him the teſtimonials of his wicked- 
neſs 


; his infamous exiſtence. 1 
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neſs the world had now got poſſeſſion of 


| his ſecret hiſtory, and every comment 
| made thereon turned to his diſadvantage— 


he became ſhunned and defpiſed—the in- 
ternal ſenſe of infamy. went even beyond 
the general cenfure—his impudence de- 


| ſerted him—his plans to recover his good 


name proved abortive—his, ſpirits at. laſk 


ſunk under the inſupportable preſſure, and. 
| in a fit of deſperation, occaſioned by ſuch 


accumulated miſery, a piſto] put an end to 
* x 
Nor leſs than Clariſſa,» was vis nile 
Lady Southby the object of their mutual 


attention and commiſeration, but. unhap- 


pily, as a bar to their good intentions, her 


Ladyhip polieſled | a levity.: and inconſi- 


 deratench 


her 


- 
ess 
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derateneſs of diſpoſition which continually . 
operated againſt every endeavour to bene- 
fit or effectually aſſiſt her. —Widowhood, 
with all the gaudy decorations of faſhion- 
able mourning, gave even a new turn to 
her gaiety, and liberally aſſiſted in the new 
arrangement of her domeſtid eſtabliſhment 
—ſhe daſhes once more into the whirl- 
pool of faſhion —inconſideration marked 
her progreſs, and debts innumerable were 
contracted ; but © what of all that 9—The 
advice of thoſe who really had an intereſt 
in her welfare, weighed but little in the 
balance againſt the ponderofity of the ex- 
ample of modern refinement, the conſe- 
quence in courſe was, that after flutter- 
ing a ſhort period in the ſunſhine of high 
life,—a rude fellow of a tradeſman had 
ber 


by Edmund on the expreſs condition of 
renouncing her former errors and folly— 
but finding herſelf unable to adhere to the 
| agreement, or to re-inſtate her conſequence 
in the ton—ſhe withdrew to the Conti- 


nent—the ſtep would have been a prudent 
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her arreſted for a ſum ſhe was unable 10 
Iiquidate, and a priſon was the iſſue. From 
a ſituation ſo irkſome ſhe was liberated 


one, had a correſpondent diſpoſition con- 
nected itſelf with it, but prudenee was not 
of the party, and accident having once 
more introduced her to ber admirer 
Sir Timothy Mortimer, (who, from the 
dread of the conſequence of the late fatal 


_ - quarrel, ſuffered a voluntary exile from 


bis country). Her Ladyſhip, to prove that 
revenge or ill-will formed no part of her 


creed 5 
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creed, put herſelf under the protection of 
this bero.— Soon bowever ſatiated with this 


acquiſition Sir Timothy felt little repug- 
nance in leavin g his fair aſſociate poverty 


inſued—and aſter a ſad and mortifying 


ſtruggle againſt its effects — death —ſtept 


in and put an end to the pilgrimage of 


this truly eccentric female, 


Of the other perſons who have borne any 


: particular part in our drama, little may 


be thought neceſſary to be ſaid, Old 
Thompſon found in Edmund a friend 


equal to his utmoſt wiſhes. Nor was the 


| delicate feclings of Charlotte. reſtrained 
from raiſing the fallen Anna to a ſtate of 


unexpected independence. The beauty 


| of this young creature, with A full perſua- 


ſion 
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01 
ſion of her return to virtue, had on the, 
till then unconquered affections of Joſephi . 

ſuch a powerful effect, that aſter much . 

Cl 


_ earneſt ſolicitations and modeſt refuſal, a 


match was made on it—which produced 
much happineſs.—Larkins,on the contrary, | 
after the death of his lord, ſoared in the 


regions of matrimony with the chaſte 
daughter of a tradeſman of great reputa- 
tion, and after a trial of wrangling and ip 
diſcomfort, was forced to ſubmit to the In- 
deriſion of his acquaintances and the loſs 
of his wife—by the interference 'of 2 
neighbouring publican, who carried ber 
off in uiumpb. P 
But to deſiſt from ſuch digreſſions, and K 
to bring at once this prolix narrative to a 

concluſion. 
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oncluſion.— The happy period at laſt ar. 
ived that united Edmund and his beloved, 
harlotte by every tie that can conflitute 


on the 
Joſephij | 
much human felicity, and every neceflary mat- 
cr being previouſly prepared, they im- 
acdiately ſet, off for Wellford Lodge, 


here every thing bore the appearance | 


uſal, a 
zduced 
ntrary, 
in the! feſiivity and mirth—ſo greatly did Sir 


chaſte 


eputa- 


Samuel Belford participate in the general 
joy, and ſo deeply did he enter into the 


1g and ſpirit of that exquiſite felicity his friend 


to the 
de ole and reſolved to embrace the firſt favour- 


now enjoyed, that he forſwore eclibacy, 


90 s able. opportunity to become a benedict; to 


d her (one of his fortune, perſon and accom- 
plihments, ſuch an opportunity was ſoon ; 
furniſhed, and the two families ſo near al- 


ang lied in blood, were linked {till cloſer. by 
s, and 1 1 e 144098. 9 


uſion. 


266 xx R MISTAKE, 

the ſweet intercourſe of friendſhip and ſo. 
ciety. The mistake that had formerly 
occaſioned ſo much ſorrow and inquietude, 


now ſerving as a mere preparative to a ful 
completion of happineſs; and the ſtrid 
and inviolable adherence to virtue and 
goodneſs hitherto maintained, now per- 
manently inſured to them, in every accep- 
tation of the phraſe, © something beyond 
„ „„ . 


—— — 


FINIS. 


f 
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